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ON January 9, 1493, Christopher 
Columbus was sailing in the 
Caribbean Sea when he reported 
seeing three mermaids rise out 

of the sea. Writing in his ship log, 
he revealed that they were not as 
beautiful as typically depicted in 
paintings, but that they did have a 
human face. 


Columbus’ report was not 
particularly unusual for his era. 

In centuries past, the world’s 
oceans were thought to be full 

of sea monsters, sirens, krakens, 
and other bewildering creatures. 
We now know that most of these 
cryptids, or “hidden animals”, 
described in the Middle Ages 
correspond with species that had 
not yet been classified by science, 
such as whales, walruses, and giant 
squids. 


by science. Others, like bigfoot, 
sasquatch or the Loch Ness monster 
continue to tempt the hopeful with 
the possibility of their existence. 


In this issue, we delve into 

the curious world of cryptids, 
exploring what facts are behind 
the legends of Olgoi-Khorkhoi, the 
Mongolian death worm of the Gobi 
Desert; Camazotz, the batman of 
Mesoamerica; Kraken, the giant, 
ship-destroying sea creature of 
Scandinavian folklore; Unicorns, 
and the dinosaur-like monsters said 
to lurk in the depths of lakes. Of 
course, we could not leave out the 
world’s most captivating cryptid — 
bigfoot, and his related ‘cousins’, 
the yeti, yowie and sasquatch. What 
is behind the global phenomenon 
of hairy hominid sightings? We also 
hear from a cryptozoologist who 
tells us what it is really like out in the 
field searching for cryptids, and we 
leave you with the ultimate cryptid 
film list! 


Sadly, Columbus had not seen 
mermaids but most likely 
manatees — a marine mammal 
related to the elephant which, 
from a distance, can appear 
human-like; they have round 
heads which they can turn from 
side to side, their forearms bend 
at the elbow, and they nurse their 
young in the same way humans 
do. In fact, the scientific name 

for manatees is Sirenia, a name 
reminiscent of sirens, the mythical 
mermaids of ancient Greece. 


It is at this collision point between 
the fantastical creatures of folklore 
and the animals not yet discovered 
by science, that we find the field of 
cryptozoology, which is dedicated 
to the study of animals rumored 
but not proven to exist. Some 
animals we know today, like the 
gorilla and platypus, were once 
cryptids but are now recognized 


4 


Skeptics love to poke fun at cryptids 
research, but there is one thing that 
both cryptozoologists and scientists 
can agree on — there are a lot of 
strange creatures out there whose 
existence has yet to be proven. 
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Archaeonews 


Il By Micki Pistorius 


Pharaoh’s Golden Parade: 
Taking The Kings For A Ride 
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On April 3, a spectacular parade 
took place in Egypt, where the 
mummified remains of 18 former 
kings and four queens were 
transported from the Egyptian 
Museum of Central Cairo to 

the new National Museum of 
Egyptian Civilization, located 

in the ancient city of Fustat, 

part of southern Cairo. 


The procession was set in motion 
and proceeded from the historic 
Tahrir Square, moving slowly along 
the banks of the Nile. In chrono- 
logical order, led by 17th-century 
Dynasty ruler, Seqenenre Taa II 

up to 12th-century BC Ramses IX, 
each royal personage travelled in 
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a separate float, WVTTTS 
reminiscent of the 
Ancient Egyptian 
splendour flanked 
by horse chariots. 
Some firm favourites 
in the procession 
were King Ramses II, 
Queen Hatshepsut, and the 
young King Tutankhamun. 


the Royal Hall of Mummies 


President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and will open its doors to 
received the royal entourage the public from April 18. 
at their new home, and one The hall has been designed 
hopes their majesties were so that visitors can experi- 
not too perturbed by the ence the illusion of being 
modern 21-canon salute. in the Valley of the Kings 


in Luxor, where the kings 
The new exhibit is housed in and queens were buried. 






The remains of a 70-million years old 
dinosaur sitting on its nest of fossilized 
eggs was found in Ganzhou City in 
China’s southern Jiangxi Province. Much 
to the surprize of Dr Shundong Bi, of 
the Institute of Palaeontology, Yunnan 
University and his team, the eggs 
contained embryos. The dinosaur, an 
oviraptorosaur (oviraptor), belongs to 

a group of bird-like theropod dinosaurs 
which peaked during the distant 
Cretaceous Period (145 to 66 million 
years ago). 
































The dinosaur was found crouched over 
the nest of at least 24 fossilized eggs, 
suggesting the dinosaur died while 
brooding or protecting its babies. When 
the researchers used oxygen isotope 
analysis on the eggs, they found that 
they had been incubated at high, 
bird-like temperatures. According to 

Dr Lamanna, paleontologist from the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, 
the dinosaur was a caring parent that 
ultimately gave its life while nurturing 
its young. 
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An aerial photograph of the ake discovered Roman 
Colosseum replica in Western Turkey 


Roman Colosseum Replica 
in Anatolia 





While the world is in lockdown, archaeologists are quietly digging away. The unmistakable outline of a large, 
circular amphitheater, built in the same distinctive shape as the famed Colosseum in Rome, was recently 
excavated in the ancient city of Mastaura in western Turkey. 


Unlike other Roman-era amphitheatres in Turkey, the archaeological team from Adnan Menderes University 
in Aydin, Turkey found this one to be largely intact, protected from decay and destruction by its earthen and 
vegetative cover. Like its Colosseum counterpart in Rome, this one would have hosted gladiator games. 


Searching through the stadium’s subterranean sections, the archaeologists found many structurally sound and 
well-preserved rooms, which would have been occupied by gladiators, important guests, venue administrators, 


and event planners. 
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KENYON 


When talking 
about ‘law’ 
in the history 
of civilization, 
questions about 
Fora quarter century, the origins 
J. Douglas Kenyon of the “Ten 
was editorand Commandments” 
publisher of Atlantis in the Bible have, 
Rising Magazine. For for millennia, 
more information been at the top 
visit the web site of most lists. In 
AtlantisRising.com 1883—near the 
very spot, where, 63 years later, 
the celebrated Dead Sea Scrolls 
would be found—Jerusalem 
antiquities dealer Moses Wilhelm 
Shapira, claimed to have found 
a set of leather fragments 
bearing in Paleo-Hebrew 
text an alternative version of 
the tablets of stone, said by 
Genesis and Deuteronomy to 
be delivered by Moses himself. 
Almost instantly, Shapira’s 
discovery was vehemently 
denounced as a forgery, and 
so—suffering presumably from 
a broken heart—within a year 
he committed suicide. Could his 
tragic reaction have been about 
130 years premature? 


In The Valediction of Moses: 

A Proto-Biblical Book (Mohr 
Siebeck, 2021), Idan Dershowitz, 
a top German Biblical scholar has 
now revisited Shapira’s paradigm- 
busting discovery. Not only, 
claims Dershowitz, is Shapira’s 
text genuine, it is a true forebear 
for the Book of Deuteronomy. 


Dershowitz, University of 
Potsdam’s Chair of Hebrew 


RIDDLES 
OF “THE TEN 


COMMANDMENTS’ 


bible and its exegesis, wrote 

in a March 2021 article for the 
German scholarly journal De 
Gruyter, that Shapira’s own 
notes make it clear that he was 
no forger, and, indeed, 

was struggling to 
understand and 
decode text that 
he had acquired 
from Bedouins, 
who had found 
it in a cave 
above Wadi al- 
Mujib near the 
Dead Sea. 


Moses 
Wilhelm 
Shapira 


Dershowitz 

was especially 
impressed by 
parallels with 
accounts of scroll 
discoveries which 
did not occur until 
1946/47, many decades after 
Shapira’s death. Dershowitz 
also thinks that certain words 
in the text show a knowledge 
of Paleo-Hebrew that would 
have been beyond that of any 
potential 19th-century forger, 
sophisticated or otherwise. 


The problem is Shapira’s 
original text has been missing 
for over a century, making 
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it impossible to conduct the 
kind of tests that could settle 
some of the issues. Still, most 
mainstream scholars remain 
convinced that Shapira’s text, 
challenging orthodoxy as it 
does, must be fake. The 
mysteries of ancient 
Hebrew, however, far 
exceed the mundane 
assumptions of most 
mainstream scholars. 


Journalist Michael 
Drosnin, for 
instance, believed 
the events of all 
times were foretold 
by God himself in the 
letters of the Hebrew 
Torah. Drosnin’s 
1997 best-seller, The 
Bible Code, was based 
on the findings of Israeli 
mathematician Eliyahu Rips, 
who, in the late 1970s, had 
written a paper arguing that 
coded prophetic messages, 
identified through computer 
analysis, could be detected in 
the Hebrew Torah. 


In 1994, with colleagues, 

Rips published in the journal 
Statistical Science “Equidistant 
Letter Sequences in the Book 
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of Genesis,” purporting to show 
such messages. So seriously did 
Rips regard the issue, that in 
1994 he wrote to Israeli prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin warning 
him of an “assassination,” as 
mentioned by a passage found 
in the Torah. A year later the 
prime minister was, in fact, 
assassinated. Nonetheless, 
Rips’ result, detractors argue, 
is statistically insignificant, 

and can be replicated in any 
sufficiently large body of text. 


Another surprising mystery of 
the Hebrew text comes from 
American physicist Stan Tenen. 
In November 1997, reporter 
Cynthia Logan interviewed 
Tenen for Atlantis Rising 
Magazine #13. In “Secrets 

of the Hebrew Letters” 
(subsequently reprinted in 
Forbidden Religion, Suppressed 
Heresies of the West (Inner 
Traditions, 2006, edited by this 
author), she explained that 
Tenen believed all the letters 
in the Hebrew alphabet are 
constructed from shadows cast 
by a human hand holding a 
ritual strap and cloth before a 
flame as directed by tradition. 
Tenen believed the first 

words of Genesis generate 
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Drawing of Fragment E prepared by Dangerfield Lithography (London, 1883), 





Moses and the Ten Commandments 


a mathematical torus, or 
doughnut-like shape. When a 
particular portion is removed 
from this ‘doughnut,’ its shape, 
he claimed, mirrors the human 
hand. The Hebrew alphabet, 
said Tenen, is based on the 
human hand. 


One of the strangest examples 
of Hebrew letters formed by a 
mysterious hand can be found 
in the fall of Babylonian king 
Belshazzar in 539 BC, whose 
doomed last feast, is described 


in consultation with Ginsburg 


in chapter 5 of the Book of 
Daniel in the Old Testament, 
and has been commemorated 
artistically by many, including 
composer George Frederic 
Handel. In his 1635 AD oil, 

the Dutch painter Rembrandt 
portrayed the feast’s startling 
interruption by a disembodied 
hand, writing on the wall. The 
message, which Babylonian 
‘wise men’ could not read, 

led to an emergency call to 
Daniel, the Hebrew prophet, 
who, according to the King 
James Bible, translated it as 
“Thou art weighed in the 
balances and found wanting;” 
in other words, as a prophecy 
of Belshazzar’s impending fall. 
Rembrandt apparently painted 
the message in Aramaic, which, 
like Hebrew, is written in right- 
to-left rows, not in right-to- 
left columns, as shown in the 
painting. Nevertheless, ever 
since Belshazzar, to “read the 
handwriting on the wall,” has 
referred to a perception of 
looming danger. 


Like, ‘reading between the 
lines,’ such useful intuitions, as 
Moses Wilhelm Shapira might 
have feared, could be beyond 
orthodoxy’s grasp. 


CHARLES 
CHRISTIAN 


While this 
year’s St 


Patrick’s Day 
correspondent turned on March 17 


writer, award-winning 








Charles Christian is a 


barrister and Reuters 


was a rather 
more muted 
affair than 
usual due to 
and sometime the Covid-19 
werewolf-hunter who lockdowns 
in place, you 
probably 
caught sight of 
media reports 
depicting a little man in a green 
coat, with a beard on his chin, 
and a green stove-pipe hat with 
a buckle on his head. Yes, that 
was lreland’s favorite folklore 
character, the leprechaun. But 
who or what are leprechauns? 


tech journalist, radio 
presenter, podcaster, 


blogger, storyteller, 


presents a weekly 
podcast: the Weird 
Tales Radio Show 


Leprechauns (and there are 
many alternative spellings of 

the name) first appear in the 
historical record in the medieval 
(possibly dating back as far as 
the eighth century) Irish tale of 
the Adventures of Fergus son 

of Léti, and by the early 19th 
century they had developed the 
traits with which they are now 
associated, including their skills 
as cobblers who could make 

and repair shoes (apparently 

for fairies who had worn them 
out dancing around their fairy 
rings) and the possessors of great 
wealth in gold coins they had 
found in treasure-crocks buried in 
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A LITTLE MAN IN GREEN WITH A POT OF GOLD 


olden times. The Irish writer 
and folklorist William Butler 
Yeats described leprechauns 
as ‘solitary fairies’ to 
distinguish them from the 
trooping fairies or the ‘good 
people’ who lived in larger 
communities beneath fairy 
mounds. 


Leprechauns also differ from 
other types of fairy in that 
although they may indulge in 
mischief, pranks and practical 
jokes, they are not as malicious, 
nor deliberately cruel to humans 
as other fairy folk are said to be. 
This, incidentally, is why some Irish 
folklorists suggest leprechauns 
actually share more in common 
with dwarfs than other fairies. 


Leprechauns are said to be difficult 
to capture but if you do find 

one, they will grant you three 
wishes if you set them free. But, 

as with everything to do with 
otherworldly creatures, you have 
to be very careful what you wish 
for. A famous instance of this is 
the tale of the leprechaun and 

the rainbow. Apparently when a 
couple of poor farmers in Ireland, 
a husband and wife, pulled their 
very last carrot out of their garden, 
they found a leprechaun dangling 
from the roots. Being captured, 
the leprechaun promised them 
three wishes in exchange for his 
freedom. The couple could not 






decide on their wishes, so the 
leprechaun told them they could 
have all they ever wanted when 
they found his pot of gold hidden 
at the end of the rainbow. So 
they let him go and spent the 
rest of their days chasing for the 
rainbow’s end. 


Three other things you might 

not know about leprechauns: 
Firstly, until the late 19th century 
leprechauns were said to dress 

in red jackets, red breeches and 
wear a cocked hat — the later 
green color is derived from the 
green flag of Irish independence 
movement and, coincidentally, 
the green ribbons worn on St 
Patrick’s Day. Secondly, there are 
no female leprechauns, which 
may also explain why they are 
frequently described as being 
grumpy. How do they reproduce? 
| don’t know, perhaps like Topsy 
they just ‘growed’? And thirdly, if a 
leprechaun ever offers you a shoe 
to try on, just say ‘no’ otherwise 
you'll be compelled to keep danc- 
ing until the little fella removes it! 
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LHE KALASH 
PEOP 
OF PAKISTAN 


DESCENDANTS OF ALEXANDER TH 
GREAT § ARMY? 


|| By WU MINGREN 


HE Kalash are an indigenous people 

living in what is today Pakistan. Although 
Pakistan is an Islamic Republic, with more 
than 95% of its population being adherents 
of Islam, the Kalash hold on to their own 
religious beliefs, along with their own 
identity, way of life, and language. 


The Kalash people are also noted for their 
fair skin and blue eyes, leading to a popular 
hypothesis that they were of Greek origin, 
specifically the descendants of Alexander the 
Great’s soldiers who settled in the area over 
2,300 years ago. 


The Kalash, also known as the Kalasha, 

can be found in the Chitral District, which 

is situated in the north western Pakistani 
region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. They live in 
three specific valleys in this area, Bumboret, 
Birir, and Rumbur. 


knevakov/Adobeisteck 


Wooden dwellings in Rumbur valley, one of the three In 2016, it was estimated that the Kalash 


valleys inhabited with Kalasha people located in Chitral community consists of about 3000 
District, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan 


people, which makes them the 

smallest minority group of Pakistan. 
Nevertheless, this group is best-known 
for their unique and well-preserved 
culture, which has led to it being listed 
by UNESCO for consideration as an 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. This bid for 
recognition is an attempt by the Kalash 
to safeguard their culture. 


Scholars, specifically sociologists, 
anthropologists and historians, as well 
as photographers, are particularly 
drawn to the Kalash, and many visit 
them each year. 


THE LEGENDARY ORIGINS OF THE KALASH 
PEOPLE 


There are two major hypotheses 
regarding the ancestry of the Kalash. 
One is that they are the descendants 
of the Greek soldiers who followed 
Alexander the Great on his Indian 
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campaign. This link between the 
Kalash and the Macedonian king 
is perhaps best seen in Rudyard 
Kipling’s well-known story, The 
Man Who Would be King , in 
which this supposed connection 
forms the basis of the tale. 


In 2014, geneticists looked into 
the claims and they found that the 
Kalash people do have portions 


of their DNA coming from ancient 

European populations. And 

when Kalash elders discuss their 

ancestors’ epics at festivals, they 

often mention a man they believe 

was one of Alexander’s generals, 

Shalakash, who they say settled a 

in the region. Some scholars st és f: 
Alexander the Great 356-323 BC 


“SA AG 


Kamal Zain Cg 


have suggested the name may 
refer to Seleucus Nicator, one of 
Alexander’s generals who did rule 
over the region after the Greek 
armies had departed. 


The names of Kalash deities 

also resemble Greek gods and 
goddesses and there are many 
words in the Kalash language that 
resemble Greek words. But this 
language has no script to compare 
to Greek and the traditional Kalash 
stories are passed down orally. 


Alternatively, it has been 
hypothesized that the Kalash are 
of Indo-Aryan descent. A 2015 
study suggested that the Kalash 
have genetic linkages to Paleolithic 


, Tahsin Shah -G@iBMeSAM 





Siberian hunter-gatherers and 
might represent an ancient 
northern Eurasian population 
that also contributed to European 
and Near Eastern ancestry. This 
research did not support the idea 
that the Kalash people have any 
link to Alexander’s soldiers. 


RELIGIOUS TENSIONS 


When compared to their Muslim 
compatriots, the Kalash have a 
strikingly distinct lifestyle and 
culture. For example, Kalash 
women have considerably more 
rights, including the right to marry 
whomever they wish, to divorce 
their husbands, and even to elope. 


The Kalash are polytheistic 

and continue to practice their 
ancient religion. In Kipling’s 

The Man Who Would be King, 

the Kalash who held onto their 
ancient ways were referred to as 
the ‘black kafirs’, a term Kalash 
people dislike, whereas their 
neighbors, i.e. the Kalash who 
were brutally converted to Islam 
by a campaign of the Afghani ruler 
Abdur Rahman Khan at the end 

of the 19th century, were known 
as the ‘red kafirs’. They became 
known as the Nuristanis (meaning 
‘enlightened ones’) following their 
conversion. 


Indeed, conversion to Islam has 
become one of the issues afflicting 
the Kalash people today. There is 
pressure, both direct and indirect, 
to convert the Kalash to Islam. 
The former, for instance, involves 
extremists who prey on the 
weak, and create internal division 
between the Kalash, whilst the 
latter involves the promise for 
better treatment and services 

for converts. At times, this issue 
even erupts in violence. In 2016, 
for example, it was reported that 
clashes broke out due to a row 





over a teenage girl’s conversion 

to Islam and since then, Pakistani 
authorities have banned Tablighi (a 
Sunni Islam missionary movement) 
from entering the valley where the 
violence occurred. 


However, a report on the Kalash 
people on Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty shows that missionary work 
continues in other ways, such as 
through converted Kalash people 
encouraging family members 

to follow their lead and the lack 

of education discussing Kalash 


culture, language, and history in 
schools; though Kalash children are 
taught about Islamic theology and 
Koranic scripture alongside their 
Muslim peers. 


Estimates suggest that Kalash 
converts to Islam may number some 
300 people since 2016, though some 
local reports suggest the numbers are 
not that high. With only 3,000 people 
in the community, local leaders 

have been alarmed and concerned 
about the number of people that 
have left the Kalash belief system. 
Moreover, Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty reports that Kalash elders 
“have strictly prohibited the re-entry 
into their own by those who have 
converted to Islam.” However, this 
may not be seen as a punishment, 
per-se, instead it has been suggested 
that the “move was driven in part to 
protect the converts from potential 
reprisals for leaving Islam.” 


KALASH MODERNIZATION 


Another perceived threat to the 
Kalash culture is modernization. Local 
people have mentioned that many of 
the educated Kalash young women 
have converted to Islam and married 
outside the community. Young 
people sometimes move to a city to 
seek work and due to the temptation 
of modernity and technology, there 
are fears that these moves lead to 
abandonment of their culture. 


Nonetheless, while modernization 
generally kills traditional cultures, it 
has been indicated by some that it is 
doing the opposite to this particular 
culture. By having contact with the 
outside world, for instance, the 
Kalash are teaching others about their 
culture. The pride that the Kalash 
have in their way of life, as well as 
their awareness of its remarkable 
nature would undoubtedly go far in 
their efforts to preserve it for future 
generations.— 
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Bagan, 
Temples 
Under Fire 


a a\-mell aye) mM st--4-10h 
located in the central 
IW EVarerl EN mass (elamere 
Myanmar, was the 
(or-] 0) it] Me) im ual @lay cele} an) 
of Pagan from the ninth 
to the 13th centuries. 
This kingdom was the 
first to establish the 
Burmese culture and 
ethnicity, as well as 
Theravada Buddhism in 
the region. Over 10,000 
temples were built on 
the plains surrounding 
idat-mer-]o)]t-] Maly amine) 

the Irrawaddy River, 
however, sustained 
earthquake damage 
over the years means 
that today less than 
4,000 monuments 
remain in the city. 
Despite it being 

a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, the 
peace of the temples 
was disturbed when 
police fired live rounds 
at protestors at this 
site, earlier this year. 
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FOR THE WORLD'S MOST MYSTERIOUS CRYPTIDS 


INTERVIEW WITH KEN GERHARD, 
CRYPTOZOOLOGIST 
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ryptozoology is the study of 
animals whose existence have 
not yet been proven. This 
includes animals generally 
accepted to be extinct, but which may 
not be (for example, some species of 
dinosaur); animals we know exist, but 
are reported in out-of-place locations, 
such as black panther 
reports in the English 
countryside; and 
animals thought to 
be legendary, but 
which some believe 
are real, including 
the world-famous 
bigfoot and Loch 
Ness monster. 
Cryptozoologists refer 
to these creatures as 
“cryptids”. Some, like 
the gorilla, platypus, 
giant squid and 
okapi, are no longer 
hearsay and legend 
but real creatures 
recognized by science. 
Other creatures, like 
the sasquatch and 
yeti, continue to 
tempt the hopeful 
and adventurous 
with the possibility 
of their existence. 


One cryptozoologist 
who has spent a 
lifetime attempting 
to demystify some 
of these enigmatic 
creatures is Ken Gerhard. 


Ken Gerhard is a field investigator for 
the Centre for Fortean Zoology, as well 
as a fellow of the Pangea Institute and 
consultant for various research groups. 
He has investigated reports of cryptids 
and mysterious animals around the 
world including Bigfoot, the Loch Ness 
Monster, the Chupacabra, Mothman, 
and Thunderbirds. In addition to co- 





Ken Gerhard on Tricouni Peak in British 
Columbia investigating an alleged 
Sasquatch sighting caught on camera 


hosting the History Channel series — 
Missing in Alaska, Ken’s research has 
been featured on more than 40 network 
television episodes. 


JG: What has inspired you to 
devote your life to the pursuit of 
cryptozoology? 


KG: When | was 

; young, | already had a 

deep fascination with 
animals, creatures and 
monsters. So, when | 
watched my very first 
TV show about Bigfoot 
and then soon after 
visited an exhibit that 
featured a mysterious, 
frozen, hairy man-thing 
called The Minnesota 
Iceman, something 
inside me just clicked. 


My father was a 
scientist, but | also 

was blessed to have an 
adventurous mother 
who took me along on 
vacations all over the 
world to many exotic 
locales. For example, at 
a young age | camped 
along the Amazon 
River and then visited 
locations in Africa, Asia 
and Australia — always 
“we learning about the local 
beast legends wherever 
| was. 


Ultimately, by age 15, 

| was attempting my 
first field research at Scotland’s Loch 
Ness, armed with an eight-millimeter 
movie camera, and conducting 
interviews with potential Nessie 
eyewitnesses. | honestly never planned 
to make a career out of cryptozoology 
though. | was just very passionate and 
determined — and frankly very lucky in 
terms of garnering support. 
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Ken Gerhard ona glacier in Alaska 
while filming the series Missing in 
ee) Alaska for the History Channel. 


JG: The field of cryptozoology 
is subject to a number of 
challenges. On the one hand, 
there are the charlatans 
spreading misinformation, 
false alarms and hoaxes, either 
for personal gain or to boost 
tourism to a particular region. 
On the other hand, are scientific 
denouncements and blanket 
rejections of evidence. How do 
you go about separating fact 
from fiction? 


KG: The idea of fabulous 
undiscovered species is obviously 
quite romantic. So, the hardest 
part of doing the research is 
removing one’s emotions from 
the equation and trying to 

look at any alleged evidence as 
objectively as possible. | try my 


best to approach this pursuit 
scientifically, which means lots 
of critical thinking, skepticism 
and frankly common sense. 
Often times, there are pragmatic 
explanations for extraordinary 
claims, and these must always 
be considered first. Science is 
always about the most probable 
conclusion to any unknown. 
Because the majority of evidence 
is anecdotal, I’ve also gotten 
quite good at reading alleged 
eyewitnesses and assessing their 
potential motivations for making 
such claims. 


JG: You have traveled to 26 
different countries on six 
continents to undertake dozens 
of field investigations into 
cryptids, what are the types of 


evidence you look for, and what 
methods do you use? 


KG: | am actually considered 

a generalist within the field of 
cryptozoology, meaning that 

| investigate everything from 
Bigfoot and other mystery 
hominids to lake monsters, 
outsized birds, and mammalian 
predators such as enigmatic big 
cats. Obviously, every situation 
is completely different in terms 
of habitat and how | choose 

to approach it. However, | 
always prefer to emphasize the 
zoological angle. So, like any 
animal researcher, | generally 
look for physical evidence first, 
which can include tracks, scat, 
hairs, remains, scratch marks, 
bedding areas, etc. Luring and 








baiting techniques are often 
deployed, including call 

and scent blasting. With 
ix-ol al alo) (oy -AVar-LehVi-]alell ay eanxe) 
much in recent years, lots 
of gadgets have become 
useful documentation tools 
— motion activated cameras, 
night vision and 
thermal imaging 
viewers, sonar, 
audio recorders, 
drones, etc. 
Recently, I’ve 
given a lot of 
thought to 


ona beach, 


large turtle 


We found deep, 
Javebeat-valbl.<omunz(@.< 


well as several, 


North Texas. Just after dark 
we heard very loud, deep 
grunting noises emanating 
from some nearby brush. 
They were unmistakably 
primate. Unfortunately, we 
were unable to see what was 
making them, but throughout 
the course of that 
particular evening 
we did observe 
eye shine while 
utilizing a spotlight 
from a higher 
vantage point and 


fe be) 


ne cay . Shells thathhad als oheatdagiere! 
(oro) | (=Xei ula -acre)]| ' powerful, wailing 
and water literally been cries. The next 
samples for torn in half from — morning, when 
potential eDNA irojemce) levesaceyaal we finally cut our 
testing. It’s way through the 
fate) iva eXe}s43] 6) (<1 thicket, we found 


ivoM=),4ug- 04 md aloM o}[0) (o)-4(6r-]| 
material from these samples 
Javom(el=laluiavarelanva eceltclalare] 
DNA strands via genetic 
databases. 


JG: Have you had any 
personal experiences that 
suggest the existence of 

a cryptid(s)? What is the 
closest you have come 
and the most compelling 
evidence you have 
personally seen? 


KG: In all of my decades of 
research, I’ve never seen 

a cryptid with my own 
eyes. So, | remain at least 
a tiny bit skeptical of all of 
them. Yet, I’m reasonably 
convinced that I’ve heard 
Bigfoot vocalizations on a 
few occasions. During one 
particular incident back in 
2003, | was participating in 
an expedition with three 
other investigators at a place 
(or=| (=10 mo} nko) ah Velele Mm We) Coma 


deep, humanlike tracks on 

a beach, as well as several, 
large turtle shells that had 
literally been torn in half 
from top to bottom. | came 
away convinced that the only 
40) Vareluce)amecol¥] (eM ate \Zom of=\=1a) 
that we had been in close 
proximity to a Sasquatch on 


that particular evening. 


JG: What percentage of the 
cryptids you have studied 

are you convinced are real, 
based on the evidence 
you’ve studied? Which 
ones? 







KG: It’s honestly 
difficult to look 
at these things 
in terms of 
percentages 
since in lieu 

of concrete 
evidence 
everything is 
based purely 

on speculation. 
Still, | think 

that the most 
likely cryptids 
include so-called 
black panthers in 
the United Kingdom, 
Australia’s Tasmanian 
tiger or Thylacine, an 
Vl olats4aiux-) ola olelan-temigelen 
Sumatra known as the Orang 
iXelaXe (=) are] aromr-Wm oe) ol0| -lalelaneyi 
monstrous fish sighted in 


Jersey I 





Alaska’s Lake Illiamna. Taking 

a wide view, there is definitely 

much more evidence for the 

existence of relict hominids like 

Bigfoot and the Yeti, as well 

as aquatic cryptids including 

the Loch Ness Monster 

ivaycdaw el=e) 0) (eM g-y-] |P4-em Ol a) 

id at=moyaatslematclare Puce) aat> 

unlikely cryptids 

include things like 

id ay-M Ol al¥) oy-\er-] 0) ¢-r-J ale! 
Jersey Devil, where 
the highly whimsical 
re) aWVASiKer-) Me l=txe a] ol ate) aks 
just don’t fit into 
the paradigm of the 
pAoXo) fo} =4(er-] MV 0) a (08 










JG: One argument 
that is often raised 
against the existence 

of cryptids is that 
if any of them really 

existed, we would have 
found their skeletal or 
fossilized remains by now — 
how would you address this 
argument? 


evil 


KG: Well, | think it’s certainly 
significant that new species are 
still being discovered, including 
Xo) gal =mip4=x-] 0) (-Meolal=\mi ce) aa mal aal=mne) 
time. I’ve also learned from my 
extensive travels that the world 
still contains mind-boggling 
tracts of wilderness area and 
Tatel x=xel] ¢) hare (=X=1 oMr-]alem=>.4ey-]ayiVie 
bodies of water. So, that’s a lot 
of ground to cover. Moreover, 
it’s likely that any genuine 
cryptids represent exceptionally 
rare animals, and presumably 
they are apex predators that 
are more cunning and elusive 

id at=lal aaesci a CliVic)a Maal ome ale) (eoe 
most predators will conceal 

id at=)iqu oXele|(=somla(e) Ame (=) avon eau icial 
before they die, making their 
remains much harder to find. 


Finally, nature has its own way 
of, disposing of remains rather 
quickly. When animals perish, 
scavengers like bacteria, 
insects, birds and small 
carnivores typically make short 
order of any carcass. Even 
rodents and deer will gnaw on 
and then scatter the bones, 
because they crave minerals 
contained within. 


Regarding fossilized remains, 
we know that at one time 
creatures really did exist that 
resembled cryptids like Bigfoot 
and Nessie. Obviously, fossils 
are at least tens of thousands 
or even millions of years old, 
which only proves that an 
animal existed long ago, not 
that it’s extant. Still, a fossilized 
aXoyaavialiem ol=)ialcmcelelalem lam (e)aaa) 
America would go a long way 
in advancing the potential 
reality of Bigfoot. 


JG: Around the world there 
are enduring legends of hairy 
ape-like men, often known 
by different names —Bigfoot, 
Sasquatch, Yeti, Yowie and 
more. Do you believe they 
are all part of an ancient 
species of hominid that 

has continued until this 

day, or possibly different 
species? 


KG: One of the 
compelling things 
about the likelihood of ph 
mystery hominids like 4 ' 
Bigfoot, Yeti and the " 
others is that veritable } 
“ape-men” like them 
FYad0r- | Nmellom=> (cm lamaale 

past. So, it’s not totally 
beyond the realm of 
possibility that a small, fi 
but viable eet. 


breeding population of some 
relict species has managed 

to survive into modern 

times. We know from recent 
discoveries in the field of 

roy=] =Xey-] aida) ae) exe) (ey-AVmday- lan wal=) 
human evolutionary tree was 
much bushier than previously 
thought. Also, the timeline 
for hominids with primitive 
features keeps getting pushed 
closer to the present. A mere 
50,000 years ago, Homo 
sapiens were competing 

Vid al) alel (=) alam aatel aed ii<omcelaaats 
including Homo erectus 

and Homo floresiensis. And 
250,000 years before that 
there was a ten-foot ape 
called 





; ae we" a 


Gigantopithecus roaming parts 

of Asia. Because hominid fossils 
are so rare, we must also consider 
that Bigfoot and Yeti type 
creatures represent a species 

that cannot yet be found in the 
existing fossil record. 



























JG: What is your opinion about 
the legend of the Chupacabra? 
Do you think it is real? 


KG: There is a lot of confusion as 
to what the so-called Chupacabra 
or “goat sucker” actually 
represents. The goblin-like 
creature reported in Puerto Rico 
beginning in 1995 is a patchwork 
. of different, unrelated animals 
and doesn’t resemble anything 
that it biologically possible. I’ve 
examined the remains of a half 
dozen specimens in Texas that 
} were also called Chupacabras. 
All of those turned out to be 
mostly hairless canids with 
other grotesque features 
— most likely individuals 
that were diseased or 
possibly deformed. There 
have been allegations of 
blood drinking connected 
to both types. But, this 
seems highly implausible, 
as such an adaptation would 
require millions of years of 
evolution and surely would have 
been documented well before 
recent decades. Ultimately, I’ve 
found that within the Latino 
community the name Chupacabra 
is essentially a catchall term for 
any vampire or monster. It seems 
more related to mythology and 
superstition than anything else. 


JG: What is your favorite cryptid? 


KG: | actually get asked this 
question all of the time and it’s 
very difficult to choose just one, 
as | find virtually all cryptids 
utterly fascinating. For many 
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years I’ve collected accounts 
of gigantic, winged creatures 
soaring through the skies 

of North America and have 
personally interviewed dozens 
of credible eyewitnesses. 
Interestingly, many Native 
American cultures have 
enduring traditions of what 
are known as Thunderbirds, 
much greater in size than any 
known eagle, or even a condor. 
And as it turns out, just 11,700 
years ago at the close of the 
Upper Pleistocene, there was a 
species native to the continent 
known as Aiolornis incredibilis, 
which possessed a wingspan 
approximately 16 feet across. 
These massive birds were 
ostensibly the ancestors of 
modern vultures and eagles 
and would have had a similar 
appearance, which is very much 
what the native traditions and 
modern reports describe.m 
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ile CHUPACABRA is a legendary cryptid often associated 


with Mexico, and well-known across Latin America. One of the 
locations the Chupacabra has made a significant impact in the 
past is in Puerto Rico. Reportedly first sighted there during the 
ran} (e et hehe) Olsym a a=W Ol al] of-\or-] 0) a- Wm pat-lo(om alcr-lelllalekcw-[elgekiom ual om Ve) ale] 
when livestock started mysteriously dying. Animals were found 
(foyaale)(=1n=) Yael a-)larcre Meym ol (olele maalcelelaamanl-li mialaiielacm val eae 
according to experts at the time, were not compatible with the 
bite of a dog, monkey, or any other known carnivore from the 
region. More than 200 Chupacabra sightings were reported on 
the island in 1995 alone, yet as quickly as the cryptid sightings 
started, they stopped, leaving behind a trail of questions. 


Ken Gerhard investigating alleged 
Chupacabra attacks in Puebla, Mexico 





THe ESSENTIAL GUIDE 10 


t= LOCH NESS MONSTER : : 25233 


UATIC CRYPTIDS The Essential Guide to get 
whee the Loch Ness Monster and === 
Other Aquatic Cryptids === 


For centuries, the Scottish Highlanders have told of great 
~—>~water beasts said to inhabit particular lochs and burns. 

The most famous of these is of course The Loch Ness 
Monster, or ‘Nessie’. In this essential primer, world famous 
cryptozoologist Ken Gerhard presents the most accurate and 
lately oX-lakst-lo)(-miaice)aaat-iule)amdar-lmecm ol-\-1amx-]dal-laclomni ida mact-x-] a6) 
to the Loch Ness Monster — the best evidence uy e) ele) mal ayes 
its existence, consensus expert opinions upto this point, 
the most compelling encounters and every ing you need 
to know about the subject in order ive bece ie Nessie 
knowledgeable. SA SS & 
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HAIRY HOMINIDS \ 


MAN-like beasts appear 

in the myths and legends of 
cultures around the globe. In 
an interview with Will Lerner at 


Yahoo Entertainment, 
Dr. Jane Goodall, the 
English primatologist 
and anthropologist, 
highlighted that “the 
interesting thing is 
that in every single 
continent there is an 
equivalent of Bigfoot 
or the Sasquatch: 

the Yeti, the Yowie in 
Australia, the Chinese 
Wildman, and on and 


” 


on. 


These legends of wild men are 
not just a global phenomenon 





AROUND 
THE WORLD 


Exploring the Global Phenomenon of Man-Like Cryptids 


|| CONTRIBUTIONS BY CECILIA BOGAARD 


The interesting 
thing is that 

in every single 
continent there 
is an equivalent 
of Bigfoot or the 
Sasquatch 


- they are an ancient one. 
Many of these myths have 
prevailed for hundreds of 
years, being passed on from 


generation to 
generation as 
people swear 
to have seen 
evidence of 
the humanoids 
themselves. 

A common 
thread can be 
found in these 
timeworn tales, 
from the Wild 
Man Enkidu of 


Ancient Mesopotamia, the 
Greek god Pan, the Basque 


Basajaun or even the Leshy 
humanoid forest guardian 


These 
legends of 
wild men 
are not just 
a global 


phenomenon 


- they are an 
ancient one 


of Slavic 
legends. 
Firmly rooted 
in folklore, 
these stories 
have been 
included in 
ancient texts 
and artworks, 
such as 
medieval 
accounts of 


wild men which have been 
shared over the centuries. 


While research into Bigfoot- 
like creatures is usually 

the domain of amateur 
enthusiasts, some scientists 
and anthropologists have 
expressed beliefs that the 


SS 
SS 
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possibility should be taken 
seriously. In the face of 
steadfast scientific resistance, 
many argue that science 
should examine the anecdotal 
data in a comprehensive 

way and encourage careful 
scrutiny of evidence. 


While the modern-day 
evidence for Bigfoot is 
ambiguous, there is fossil 
evidence for very large apes 
living in the past, including 
the Gigantopithecus, a genus 
that once lived in China and 
Southeast Asia. Based on 
the size of teeth discovered 
in China, palaeontologists 
estimate this species could 
have been 10 feet tall, 
weighing as much as 1,200 
lbs. While scientists believe 


this creature went extinct 
about 300,000 years ago, some 
Bigfoot enthusiasts believe 

that Bigfoot represents an 
expansion of Gigantopithecus 
into North America. This theory 
has been challenged due to 
lack of fossil evidence and 
because of the specialized diet 
of Gigantopithecus. 


Thanks to popular culture, the 
most famous hairy hominid 
tales are those of the North 
American Sasquatch or Bigfoot. 
However reports of the Yeti 
also abound, a cryptid said 

to live in the wilds of the 
Himalayan mountains, fuelled 
by his popularity in films 

such as the 2019 animated 
adventure Abominable. There 
are also many lesser known 
wild humanoid cryptids, such 








as the Orang Pendek, which is 
said to said to live in the remote 
forests on the island of Sumatra 

in western Indonesia, Almas in 
Mongolian folklore, the Bukit 
Timah Monkey Man, or the Yeren 
Man-Monkey which is a legendary 
Chinese relative of Bigfoot. 


MODERN-DAY SIGHTINGS FUELLING 
THE FLAMES 


The modern legend of Bigfoot was 
fuelled by the controversial and 
hotly debated Patterson-Gimlin 
film which reportedly shows 
footage of a live Bigfoot taken in 
Orleans, California in the autumn 
of 1967. The widespread attention 
the film received brought the 
concept of Bigfoot into the public 
domain and into modern popular 
culture with movies and TV shows 
such as Harry and the Hendersons 
inspired by the hairy humanoid 
caught on the tape. Even today, 
cryptozoologists continue to hunt 
for the elusive Sasquatch. 


In the Australian outback, 
Aboriginal oral history includes 
accounts of the Yowie and the 
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Yahoo, both hairy hominids 
locals claim live in the outback. 
When Europeans first arrived 
in Australia, Aboriginals often 
warned them to beware of 
ape-like creatures lurking in 
the rugged mountains and 
deep forests of the continent. 
Described as a six to seven- 
foot cross between a baboon 
and a man, another sighting 
was reported on Philip Island, 
Victoria in 1849. A hot spot 

for modern sightings is around 
the Blue Mountain area. 
Nevertheless, in the 2006 book 
entitled The Yowie: In Search of 
Australia’s Bigfoot, Tony Healy 
and Paul Cropper conclude that 
no bones have been found, 
tracks are rare, very little film 
or photographs exist, and 

that there is little evidence to 


and hotly debated 
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support the existence of 
such a creature. 


There are also Bigfoot-like 
creatures in the mythology 
of the Maori indigenous 
people of New Zealand. 
Described as a type of 

wild man, the Maero are 
described as large, hairy, 
human-like creatures, as well 
as being the sworn enemies 
of the Maori people. Any 
instances of crossbreeding 
resulted in offspring larger 
in size and strength than the 
average Maori. While they 
appear in Maori legends, 
there have been no alleged 
sightings in modern times, 


although from the 1870s 

up until the present day 
there have been sightings 
of another creature known 
as the Moehau, which some 
believe is one and the same. 


ON THE TRAIL OF THE 
WILDMAN IN CHINA 


In China, the idea of a man- 
like beast has been the 
subject of serious high-level 
research and as recently 

as 1980, more than 100 
investigators were sent on 
an expedition to find the 
Wildman, known as the 
Yeren, in the Shennongijia 
Nature Reserve, the heart of 














Yeren territory. A 1984 New 
York Times article, entitled 
“On the trail of the ‘Wild 
Man’ of China,” describes 

a selection of reports by 
people who claim to have 
spotted the elusive Yeren, 
and even interviews a 
member of the Society for 
the Survey and Research of 
the Chinese Wild Man. 


Researchers in China have 
found footprints over 18 
inches long which, according 
to Beijing Natural History 
Museum anthropologist 
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Zhou Gouxing, didn’t belong 
to a human or bear or any 
other known creature. 
Purported Yeren hairs have 
been exposed in labs as 
belonging instead to boars, 
apes, humans, and other 
known creatures. Yet at least 
some hairs may have proven 
inconclusive. 


A Yeren foot preserved 

for more than 20 years 
resurfaced in 1980, after 
villagers killed the beast 

in 1957. Zhou identified it, 
however, as having belonged 
to a large macaque, an 

ape. Frank Poirier, a retired 
anthropologist from Ohio 
State University, explained to 
the North Am erican TV show 
Monster Quest that some 
Yeren reports might actually 
describe the endangered 
golden monkey. 










THE BIG GREY MAN OF 
SCOTLAND 


In the eastern Highlands 
of Scotland, Am Fear Liath 
Mor, also known as the Big 
Grey Man of Ben MacDhui 

or Greyman, is said to live 

on Ben MacDhui, the second 
highest mountain in Scotland. 
Stories about the Greyman 
have been recorded as early 
as 1791, though the most 
famous account was given in 
1925 by a highly respected 
scientist and mountaineer 
who was on Ben MacDhui in 
1891. Actual sightings of this 
creature have been rare. The 
1925 account, for instance, 
did not even involve a glimpse 
of the Greyman. 


Despite the lack of sightings 
or solid evidence, the 
Greyman has often been 
described as being 10 feet tall 


Wild Man Enkidu of 
Ancient Mesopotamia 
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with very long arms and legs, and 
an ape-like head covered in short 
hair. Although the Greyman has 
sometimes been compared to the 
Yeti of the Himalayas or the Bigfoot 
of North America, it is not a creature 
of flesh and bone, but has been 
likened to a ghost. Regardless, all 
who claim to have had encountered 
this creature were filled with dread. 
The earliest known account dates 
to 1791, about which the poet 
James Hogg wrote: “It was a giant 
blackamoor, at least thirty feet 
high, and equally proportioned, and 
very near me. | was actually struck 
powerless with astonishment and 
terror.” 


THE MAN WHO FOUND THE YETI 


The Yeti, or Abominable Snowman, 
of Himalayan folklore and mythology 


is a famous hairy hominid said ‘ 
to inhabit the mountain ranges As recently as April 2019, an. 


of Asia. Described as a half-man Indian army mountaineering 
and half-ape figure, the furr _— 
pasa ae petrneatid expedition to Mount Makalu, the 











after an English explorer, Eric fifth highest peak in the world, 
Shipton, produced what he : : 
claimed was a photograph of the claimed to have spotted Yeti 
creature’s 13-inch-long footprint footprints 


in 1951. Mainstream science 
has disavowed its existence, 
despite a plethora of footprints, 
anecdotal encounters, photos 
and videos. 





Gigantopithecus 
Blacki 





As recently as April 

2019, an Indian army 
mountaineering expedition 
to Mount Makalu, the fifth 
highest peak in the world, 
claimed to have spotted 

Yeti footprints measuring 32 
by 15 inches near the Makalu 
base camp in Nepal. The tweet 
they posted unleashed a storm 1 
of controversy, with an array of 


skeptical and hilarious reactions on 
social media. In 1951 moun- taineer Eric 
Shipton published a photograph of a 
13-inch-long footprint belonging to 
the mythical Himalayan creature. 








meters 














Comparison between a Gigantopithect 




















1s Blacki and 1.8 m human male 


Maybe people simply 
need to feel that it’s 
possible to survive 
in the world without 
being found 





A 2017 National Geographic 
article entitled “This Man Searched 
for the Yeti for 60 Years —and 
Found it” tells the tale of Daniel 
Taylor, author of Yeti: The Ecology 
of a Mystery. Taylor spent his 
childhood in India where he came 
across the famous Shipton photo, 
which ignited the desire to find out 
more. His search eventually led 
him to the Barun Valley in Nepal, 
known as the greatest wilderness 
on the planet. There he found 
footprints. Convinced he’d found 
the Yeti, he dove headlong into his 


research, finally concluding that the 
Yeti footprints had been made by 
an Asian black bear, known in the 
region as a tree bear. DNA analysis 
from an Oxford University genetics 
professor linked hairs found in the 
area to a 40,000-year-old polar bear 
found in Norway, while re-analysis 
linked the creature to a rare type of 
Himalayan brown bear. 


So, what is the reason behind 
these humanoid apparitions, and 
our apparent hunger to find them. 
Relegated to the realms of tourist 
traps and obvious attempts to 
make some quick cash, Bigfoot 
has become big business. Take the 
example of Casar, North Carolina, 
the sleepy town where Tim Peeler 
reported seeing a 10-foot-tall ape 
with a human face attacking his 
dogs back in 2010. Locally named 
Knobby, the report created media 
attention and the production of 
merchandise which brought much 
needed income into the community. 


Some have argued that Bigfoot is an 
archetype of the human collective 
unconscious, while others believe 
Bigfoot appears out of a need to 
feel closer to nature in a world 
increasingly disconnected from the 
natural environment. The study 

of the myths of hairy hominids 

begs the question as to whether 
these legends evolved out of actual 
contact with now-extinct creatures, 
or whether there really could be 
pockets of as yet unknown species 
living in the remotest regions of the 
world. Maybe people simply need 
to feel that it’s possible to survive 

in the world without being found, 
and that we haven’t destroyed every 
corner of our beautiful planet. m 
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LEGEND has it that deep within the shifting 
sands of the treacherous Gobi Desert lies the 
elusive Olgoi-Khorkhoi, the Mongolian Death 
Worm. Local tribesmen claim to have seen this 
mysterious cryptid during their travels, but the 
stories have never been confirmed, even after 
multiple research expeditions have attempted to 
track it down. 


Olgoi-Khorkhoi is Mongolian for “large intestine 
worm” and stories describe a three-foot- 

long bright red, bulging worm, while artistic 
renditions depict a worm with a gaping round 
mouth filled with inward-pointing teeth. In some 
accounts it is said to have a spiky, pointed end 
and the ability to spray deadly burning acid or 
even discharge electricity from its body. 


The death worms will reportedly shoot up from 
beneath the sand without warning to kill their 
food — camels and rodents — but unwary humans 
can be prey as well. Locals are convinced of 

the existence of the mysterious creature. Even 
the Mongolian Prime Minister Damdinbazar 
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described the death worm to a western 
explorer in 1922. 


Many independent researchers, 
adventurers, and zoologists have 
searched the farthest reaches 

of the Gobi Desert hoping to 
spot the infamous creature, but 
none have succeeded. While 

the history of the death worm 
has been passed down for 
generations, it only came to the 
attention of the western world 
in the 1920s after paleontologist 
Roy Chapman Andrew described the 
lore in detail. Andrew himself remained 
skeptical of its existence. 


When Czech cryptozoologist, lvan Mackerle, Mongolian | 
learned of the worm from a student, he made, a 
the trip to southern Mongolia in 1990 only DM WE 


to find that locals were loath to speak of the 
legendary beast. His research was further 
complicated by the Mongolian government 


Pieter0024 / CC 


outlawing searches for the death worm. 
Eventually the ban was lifted and Mackerle 
was able to continue his quest. 


British biologist Dr. Karl Shuker, 
author of the book The Unexplained, 
describes it as “one of the world's 
most sensational creatures.” Shuker 
himself never reported witnessing 
the Mongolian Death Worm, but 
hypothesized that it might be the 


carnivorous amphisbaenid, a limbless, 


burrowing lizard that lives in warm 


climates. Other researchers suggest that 


the descriptions loosely match the death 
adder, a member of the cobra snake family 
found in Australia and New Guinea. Physically 
similar to the death worm, it is able to spit 
venom several feet. 


int ‘ ‘ ‘ : ; 
“a. While this elusive cryptid has a reputation for 


- sA10_ being an unpleasant animal, this hasn’t deterred 
expeditions into the desert by journalists and 
reality shows. All searches have come up empty- 


handed. Could the Mongolian Death Worm be less 
fact and more fiction?. = 


DiggoBsProwete JCC BY-5A2.5. 


British biologist Dr Karl Shuker suggested that the death worm 
might be the carnivorous amphisbaenid, a limbless, burrowing 
lizard that lives in warm climates 30 
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This image is not real, 
but some people 
believe the jackalope 
is. The jackalope 

is a legendary 
creature mentioned 
in the folklore of 
Noy -Naat=lalor-ir-lare, 
perpetuated by a 
(oro) 0] 0) (=e) im afoy-)<=1 ecm a] 
the 1930s. Taxidermists 
Douglas Herrick and 
his brother Ralph, of 
Douglas Wyoming, 
Neola alelalalalcarclate, 
returned with a 
jackrabbit. They threw 
their catch on the 
table in the taxidermy 
ae) oe) aii xe) oo) mt-W of-1 10 
of antlers. Douglas 
promptly framed the 
jackrabbit with the 
Elainelie) ol-e-lald(-lacm-lare| 
thus, the very first 
jackalope was created. 
Researchers suggest 
that at least some of 
the tales of jackalope 
sightings may have 
been based on rabbits 
infected with the 
Shope papilloma 
virus, which causes 
antler-like tumors to 
grow on a rabbit’s 
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THE legendary fifth-century Irish monk, 
Saint Columba, was pilgrimaging in the 
wild and dangerous pagan Scotland, 
spreading the word of Christ, when 
indigenous people told him of an 
aquatic monster, said to be a demon, 
which haunted the waters of Loch Ness. 
Columba witnessed the dead body of 

a Pictish man who been attacked and 
killed by the water beast and had ren- 
dered the waters of the lake impassable. 
Columba instructed one of his followers, 
Luigne moccu Min, to swim across the 
River Ness to lure the diabolical creature 
to the surface, and when it approached 
to attack, Columba “ made the sign of 
the cross and said ‘Go no further. Do 

not touch the man. Go back at once.’ 
The creature stopped as if it had been 
pulled back with ropes and fled, and 
Columba's men 
and the Picts gave 
thanks for what 
they perceived as a 
miracle”. Miracles, 
mythological, real 
or figments of 
imagination, who 
are the contenders? 


LAKE TOTA’S BLACK 
DRAGON CONTENDER 
- COLOMBIA 


A 16th-century 
Spanish conquistador 
and spreader of 


Christianity, Gonzalo Illustra! 
animal 


Jiménez de Quesada 
(1509-1579) recorded 
a similar tale. When 
he was pilgrimaging 
across the dangerous 
landscape in Colombia, he had become 
well acquainted with the beliefs of the 
indigenous people of the area who 
spoke of a black monster, said to be a 
demon, which haunted the waters of 
Lake Tota. 





tion of an aquatic 
by Gustave Dore 





The black monster, or demon, is a 
prominent figure in Muisca (indigenous 
Colombian) mythology, where it is known 
as Muyso Akygake and it plays a central 
role in the origin legend of Lake Tota. 


A monstrous black snake lived in a great 
abyss in the land where the present-day 
Lake Tota is located and it terrified the 
local indigenous communities until one 
day the hero Siramena emerged and 
hurled golden discs at the serpent, which 
penetrated its scales, effectively killing it. 
The powerful priest Moneta removed a 
sacred emerald from the snake and gave 
it to the solar deity Bochica who cast it 
into the vast abyss and it filled with water 
forming Lake Tota. 


After Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada’s 
sighting of the 
monster in the 
1530s the next 
written sighting 
of the Lake Tota 
Monster was in 
1652 when the 
Colombian priest 
and respected 
historian, Lucas 
Fernandez de 
Piedrahita (1624— 
1688), described 
the monster 
as a black fish 
larger than a 
whale, with a 
head similar 
to an ox. The 
next recorded 
sighting of this 
creature was 
recorded by French explorer Gaspard 
Théodore Mollien (1796-1872). There is 
always something more appealing about 
monster sightings when the witness is 
of immense academic standing, and 
this was the case in 1852 when the the 
Colombian politician, journalist, and the 
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Engraving of a wyvern- 
type ouroboros by 
Lucas Jennis, in the 
1625 alchemical tract De 
Lapide Philosophico. 
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The sacred indigenous c 


island on Lake Tota that 


locals say is haunted an | Leen 
by the monster. 








Cc 
Jerénimo 
beliefs pertaining to “. 
that lived in the enchanted water 
the lagoon, still persisted among the ~ 
residents surrounding Lake Tota, in the 
town of Cuitiva.” 


The last sighting of the Lake Tota 
monster was in the 19th century, 
although modern tourists still flock to 
the lake in the hope of spotting the 
black dragon. 


THE BROSNO DRAGON: LOCH NESS 
MONSTER’S EVIL COUSIN - RUSSIA 


The Brosno Dragon, which is also known 
as Brosnya, is a creature with eerily 
similar sightings and descriptions as 

its cousin the Loch Ness Monster. Lake 
Brosno, the purported home of the 
Brosno Dragon, is located in the Tver 
region of Russia. It is surrounded by 
eerie abandoned villages, crumbling 
houses and a sunken church at one side, 
near an island. Although few people 
visit the lake, most note that it feels 
extremely isolated from civilization. 


Sightings of this mythical creature date 
back to the 13th century. It was said to 
have scared to death a band of Tatar- 
Mongol horsemen who were launching 
an attack on Russia. The legend has 
persisted ever since, with each new 
generation passing on the tale and 
adding their own sightings and stories. 
One legend describes an enormous 
mouth opening in the lake to swallow 
fishermen and their boats whole. 
Another speaks of a group of Varangians 
AVAL Tat) AU ATOM clalccvom von allel=Wo)[Ulave(-lacve| 
gold and treasure in the lake — the 

(ol e-}-Xe)am=)anl=le-xclom ineleamaalcmt-].<om-]ale| 
swallowed the island whole, thwarting 
their plans. By the 19th century the 







sightings have become less fanciful and — 
rather than swallowing entire boats 

or islands, the Brosno Dragon was 
described as surfacing in the evenings 
but submerging if people approached 
it. Brosnya did return to form briefly in 
the 1940’s however, when it was said 
to have swallowed an entire German 
lige) tlalcn 


MKoYo-\ Vm (oler-] y-\ Vd a= 5) oy) go D) a=} x0) 
ISM =X} oe) at)] 0) (=¥h ko) mx er=) oh) 4] al <4 ooy-1 a=] are, 
they blame it for several mysterious 
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The Brosno Dragon earned its nickname 
as it has been described as looking like a 
dragon in legends for hundreds of years, 
but today it is just as likely the dragon 
would be described as a dinosaur — and 
just like the Loch Ness Monster, those 
who believe Brosnya really does dwell 
in the terrifying depths of Lake Brosno 
have theorized the dragon is actually a 
living dinosaur. 





People who are more skeptical 
about the existence of the 
creature have attributed the 
hundreds of sightings over 

the years to a variety of 
alternatives. One suggestion 

is that the creature is nota 

(oll atessy-10] pe) mr- Wel a-1-0)a pm olULe 
eWaaleie-laue ol=r-\-) ew Navona alals 
suggestion is that it is a huge 
and very old fish, which is 
abnormally large due to its age. 


Nid arelels4amxe)aatem oX=e)e) (=a alial< 
the dragon could be an 
unidentified species, there is 
one other option — that it is not 
an animal at all, but the result 
Co) ar-mar-140]e-]m o)a(-are)aat=valeap 


that it feels 
extremely 
isolated from 
Se. civilization. 


A specific volcanic 
Jabyeluleyamasarelal 
Jat-yoyelcvalBuamereren (a 
of water, called a 
heoaval(emcsacleia(eay 
would release a 
cloud of deadly gas 
from the lake which 
could kill animals 
and people. 


There are some who believe 
one of the fractures at the 
bottom of the lake hides a 
volcano, and if this is the 

case it could explain many 

of the legends of the Brosno 
DB) g-¥-Xo) aww) ol -Lej nome) [er] ale 
eruption which happens in 
bodies of water, called a 
limnic eruption, would release 
a cloud of deadly gas from the 
lake which could kill animals 
and people. The bubbling 
water may be misattributed 
to an unfamiliar creature 
below the surface and seeing 
any unsuspecting fishermen 
or invading Mongol armies 
succumb to the fumes and 









OTSORMUR, THE TIDE OF 
URNS - ICELAND 


The Lagarfljotsormur is an 
Icelandic lake cryptid which is 
purported to live in Lagarfljot, 

a freshwater, glacial-fed lake in 
Egilsstadir. The earliest recorded 
sightings of the Lagarfljotsormur 
date back to the Icelandic Annals 
(o) i NY/NJ atoll atehV{omee)alalaleraxem laine 
the 21st century. 






The Lagarfljotsormur is typically 
described as being almost 300 feet 
Tam (=lay-adeMuvaivameat-lanvaalelanl svar ]are| 
has also been reported outside the 
water, lying coiled up or slithering 
into the trees. In ancient times, 
sightings were considered to 
precede a great event such as a 
natural disaster. 


In 1963, the head of the Icelandic 
National Forest Service, Siguréur 
Blondal, reported seeing the lake 
monster, and in 1998 a teacher 
and students at Hallormsstadir 
School also claimed to have 
witnessed the legendary creature. 


In February 2012, the Icelandic 
national broadcaster, RUV, 
published a home video showing 
what looks like a long, serpentine 
form swimming in the glacial lake. 
However, skeptics claimed that the 
i(e(=rom ian] &)\ael=yo) (elmer la ar-laliaaryas 
(o} 0) (-roimm aate)\cevom o\miual- a=] e)(6| 
current. Undeterred by skeptical 
explanations, the Fljdtsdalshérad 
raalelalcel| ey-] mexelOlaell M=sm-]0) | a(=re ir 
13-person ‘truth commission’ to 
determine whether the video shot 
by Hjortur E. Kjerulf was authentic. 
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A photograph taken in 1996 depicting a giant oarfish (Regalecuc glesne) 
found on the shores of the Pacific Ocean near San Diego, California. 
This extremely rare specimen was 23 feet long and weighed 300 Ibs. 


The Flj6tsdalshérad municipal council inquiry 
eleixcsunabvatcre muar-lmvatcmvace (cob lew-leluatcalulen-varel 
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Saint Columba converting King Brude 
of the Picts to Christianity by William 
Hole (1899). Image: Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery / CC by SA 3.0. 
Scottish legends say that Saint Columba 
converted King Brude after defeating 
the aquatic beast of Loch Ness. 


research into the Lagarfljétsormur. 


In a surprizing twist to 

the ‘serpent’s tail’, the 
Flj6tsdalshérad municipal 
council inquiry determined 
that the video is authentic 

and recommended further 
investigation and research into 
the Lagarfljotsormur. 


If the video is authentic, 

and actually depicts a living 
creature, it may not be as 
monstrous as the legends 

say. Many species of fish have 
been found which resemble 
‘sea monsters’ described 

in mythological tales, for 
example, the frilled shark 
(Chlamydoselachus anguineus), 
and the giant oarfish (Regalecus 
glesne). It might just be that 

a similar species may inhabit 
Lake Lagarfljot, leading to the 
development of legendary tales 
over the centuries. 


The commission may have also 
been somewhat ‘motivated’ by 
the burst of tourism caused by 
the 2012 video! 


Are these Lake Monsters 
aquatic plesiosaurs left over 
from the Jurassic era, volcanic 
gasses, natural phenomena 

or just giant fish? E-DNA is a 
technique that allows scientists 
to sample all the life contained 
within an area by gathering 
environmental DNA. This is 
genetic material that is present 
in the cells of organisms and 
shed into their surrounding 
environment. So far, the most 
likely verdict for the Loch Ness 
monster is, a giant eel. But 
science is up against human 
imagination and like Ouroboros, 
the ancient dragon eating its 
own tail, the end of this tale, 
with all its twists, is not yet in 


sight. 
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— agree REAL ANIMAL 
BEHIND THE MONSTER 


Wypreconding 10 Scandinavian mythology, the Kraken is a 
horrifying gidltsea creature said to be one mile long. 
Stories generally describe it as a terrifyingly enormous 
octopus or squid like creature that attacks ships. 
According to some tales, the Kraken was so huge that 
its body could be mistaken for an island. But is there 
any ¢ SMES ee a real animal exists behind these scary 


Ages 


legos? 


48 






< THE KRAKEN is first mentioned in 


the Orvar-Oddr, a 13th century Icelandic 
saga involving two sea monsters, the 
Hafgufa (sea mist) and the Lyngbakr 
(heather-back). The Hafgufa is believed 
to be a reference to the Kraken. 


THE KRAKEN’S WEIRD FEEDING HABITS 
CREATED A WARNING SIGN FOR SAILORS 


Around that time (circa 1250), 

another report about the Kraken was 
documented in the Norwegian scientific 
work Konungs skuggsja. |t said that 

only two of these creatures existed 
because they could not reproduce and 
would need so much food that they 
could not survive. That work goes on 

to describe the Kraken’s feeding habits, 
claiming that it would trap surrounding 
fish by stretching its neck with a belch, 
releasing food from its mouth. Other 
accounts suggest that the beast emitted 
a “strong and peculiar scent”, or perhaps 


poop, when 

it wanted to 
The sudden ‘seal 
gathering of . 

f Either way, 
fish was seen Gio Net woul? 
as a warning be lured in 
sign for sailors == andenter 

the Kraken’s 
to move away -veslitthite 
from an area feed. Asa 


quickly, lest they dian a : 

A ‘ quan eso 
become victims jem would be 
of the Kraken. trapped. Thus, 

the sudden 
gathering 


of fish was seen as a warning sign for 
sailors to move away from an area 
quickly, lest they become victims of the 
Kraken. 


The Kraken was also mentioned in the 
first edition of Systema Naturae (1735), 
a taxonomic classification of living 
organisms by the Swedish botanist, 


physician, and zoologist Carolus 
Linnaeus. He classified the Kraken as a 
cephalopod, designating the scientific 
name Microcosmus marinus. Although 
any mention to Kraken was omitted in 
later editions of the Systema Naturae, 
Linnaeus described it in his later work, 
Fauna Suecica (1746), as a "unique 
monster" that "is said to inhabit the 
seas of Norway, but | have not seen this 
animal". 


The Carta marina by Swedish ecclesiastic Olaus Magnus from 1539 shows 
of sea creatures in the waters between Norway and Iceland. (Public Do 


WAS THE KRAKEN A GIANT OCTOPUS, 
SQUID, OR CRAB? 


The Danish historian Erik Pontoppidan 
used fishermen’s stories to describe the 
Kraken’s appearance in his work Natural 
History of Norway (1755.) He wrote that 
the beast isround, flat, and full of arms, 
or branches [...] the largest and most 
surprising of all the animal creation". The 
fishermen who spoke to Pontoppidan 
were apparently unanimous in their 
description of the creature. 


Most scholars believe that the Kraken 
is based on one or an amalgamation of 
species of squid or octopus. The most 
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popular is the belief that the 
beast’s appearance is closest 
to a giant squid. 
However, these 
animals are not 
believed to be 
particularly 
interested 

in making 
contact 
with 


humans, 
unlike the 
far more 
aggressive, but 
much smaller — 
only about the 
size of a human 
- Humboldt squid. 
Some have even 
suggested that the 


the even larger 
(by mass) 


colossal 
squid, 


but that’s unlikely since 
colossal squid live near 
Antarctica, not Scandinavia. 


Although the Kraken was 
usually described as looking 
like a giant octopus or squid, 
which is probably what 

the legendary monster is 
based on, it has also been 
described as a "crab-like" 
creature that was believed 
to cause large whirlpools. 
The Swedish author Jacob 
Wallenberg described the 
Kraken in the 1781 work Min 
son pa galejan ("My son on 
the galley") as follows: 



















Kraken emerged from 


"Gradually, Kraken ascends 
to the surface, and when he 
is at ten to twelve fathoms, 
the boats had better move 
out of his vicinity, as he will 
shortly thereafter burst up, 
like a floating island, spurting 
water from his dreadful 
nostrils and making ring 
waves around him, which 
can reach many miles. Could 
one doubt that this is the 
Leviathan of Job?" 


THE MOST LIKELY CANDIDATE 
FOR THE KRAKEN 


The Kraken was said to lie at 
the bottom of the sea and 
surface in search of food or 
when disturbed, probably by 
a large ship. Stories generally 
claimed that when humans 
made contact with a Kraken 
there was sure to be trouble. 
Some folktales refer to the 
creature as “the sea- 
mischief,” 








which hints at their nature, 
but may be a bit of a 

lighter nickname than the 
Kraken deserves - when 

you consider the scary 
stories of the giant beasts 
capturing ships full of men 
and pulling them down into 
the depths of the sea. If 

the strong tentacles of the 
‘sea monster’ failed to pull 
down a ship, then it would 
supposedly swim quickly in 
circles around the vessel and 
create a whirlpool to achieve 
its wicked goal. 


The myth of the Kraken is 
believed by many historians 
to have originated from the 
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ship, then it would 
supposedly swim 
quickly in circles 
Punelenate maa erice 
and create a 
whirlpool to achieve 
its wicked goal. 





giant squid. If the Kraken is based 
on a giant squid, this could explain 
the description of the “belch” or 
“ooop” the creature is said to emit 
— a confusion of the onlookers 
witnessing the squid trying to 
protect itself by squirting out ink. 


The giant squid can reach up to 43 
feet in length and has rarely been 
seen by humans as it lives in very 
deep waters. The large tentacles 


and shocking appearance of the 
then-unknown creature would 
have understandably inspired 
fantastical stories. Even today, 
there is a sense of mystery, awe, 
and sometimes terror when 
people hear stories about giant 
squids inhabiting the dark and 
foreboding depths of the ocean. 


With so much of deepest parts 
of the ocean still unexplored by 
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Even today, there is 
a sense of mystery, 
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terror when people 
hear stories about 
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humans, it’s also possible that the 
stories of the Kraken were created 
off of something even larger, more 
ancient, and more terrifying than 
any animal we know of today. m 
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Species 
That Used to 
Be Cryptids 










Platypus 


The Australian platypus is a former 
cryptid whose remains were first 
thought by Europeans to have been 
sewn together from different animal 
parts — possibly a duck, otter, anda 
beaver — as a hoax. Zoologists and 
other experts who examined the pelt 
and sketch of a platypus in the 18th 
century were convinced that it was 
not real. It was officially recognized 
by Europeans as a species in the early 
19th century. 


Bz. 





The indigenous inhabitants of Komodo in Indonesia were well aware 
that they shared their island with giant lizards measuring up to 10 
feet in length, but for Western scientists, the accounts were the stuff 
of legend. That was until Lieutenant Steyn van Hansbroek caught 
and killed one in 1910. Widespread notoriety came after 1912 when 
Peter Ouwens, the director of the Zoological Museum at Bogor, Java, 
published a paper about them after receiving two specimens from a 


collector. 


Homo 
floresiensis 


Ancient legends from the Indonesian & 
island of Flores told of a race of hairy, 
human-like people, small in stature, 
called the "Ebu Gogo", who roamed 
the tropical forests, spoke in murmurs, 
ate crops and occasionally abducted 
human children. Scientists began to 
take the myths more seriously when 
in 2003, the remains of a new human- 
like species, named Homo floresiensis, 
were discovered in a cave on the 
island and measured only three feet 
tall. Experts have suggested that these 
hobbit-like hominids, may have lived 
alongside modern humans as recently 
as 12,000 years ago. 






Okapi 


It has the head of a giraffe, the body 
of a horse and the legs of a zebra, 

so it’s no wonder the okapi did not 
become officially recognized, outside 
its home continent of Africa, until the 
20th century. The okapi is native to 
the Congo rainforest, but because this 
animal is rarely seen in its dense forest 
habitat, it was long believed to be a 
cryptid. In 1901, zoologist Sir Harry 
Johnston found an okapi skeleton 

and skin and sent it to the British 
museum, where it was classified as a 
new species. The okapi is most closely 
related to the giraffe and, like its 
cousin, has an extremely long tongue, 
which it can use to wash its own 
eyelids and ears. 






Gorilla 


For centuries, tales of 
mountain monsters and 
“ape-men” along the 

coast of Africa captivated 
scientists across the 
Western world. In 500 BC, 
Hanno the Navigator, a 
Carthaginian explorer on an 
expedition to what is now 
Sierra Leone, described 
encounters with “savage 
people... whose bodies 
were hairy, and whom our 
interpreters called Gorillae”. 
Yet, these human-like 

apes remained cryptids 
until 1847, when American 
physician Thomas Savage 
found gorilla bones in 
Liberia. One gorilla species, 
the mountain gorilla, was 
considered a cryptid until 
1902, when German captain 
Robert von Berigne shot one 
in Rwanda and brought it 
back to Europe for study. 





WWFeye) el fale) 
Medieval 
Monsters 


Most of the sea 
monsters depicted 

on maps are a great 
example of how 

faa \vauate) (0) -Avar-] ale ine) | <(o}as) 
can evolve from real 
events. Cartographers 
of old issued warnings 
on maps of previously 
unchartered areas 

of the world, about 
the creatures that 

had allegedly been 
encountered there. 

To the overactive 
faarel4lar-lalelame) i 
superstitious sailors, 
whales, sharks, walruses 
and squid, would 

have been viewed as 
monsters in Medieval 
and Renaissance times. 
It was quite common 
for the encyclopedias 
of the time to 

contain references 

to strange looking 
terrestrial-aquatic- 

aN delalem-lallaar-]cyr-larel 
mapmakers just took 
some poetic license 

in depicting them. 
One of the most famous 
charts of mythical 

sea monsters is by 
Sebastian Munster. 
The monsters are 
derivative from the 
K@r-Tai-\VF-la lat Mole bos hs) 
by Olaus Magnus and 
have been used by 
many 16th and 17th 
century mapmakers to 
illustrate their maps. 











BATMAN EXISTED IN MESOAMERICAN 
MYTHOLOGY AND HIS NAME WAS 


GAMAZOTZ 


Camazotz, (meaning ‘death bat’ in the K’iche’ Mayan language 





of Guatemala) originated deep in Mesoamerican mythology as a 
dangerous cave-dwelling bat creature. A cult following for the creature 
. | began among the Zapotec Indians of Oaxaca, Mexico and the figure 
was later adopted into the pantheon of the Maya Quiche tribe and the 


legends of the bat god were later recorded in Maya literature. 


Camazotz Maya style Batman 
suit created by Mexican 
designer Kimbal - Christian 
|ig-Vel ato as Gbonley-V M-iae reno) 
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BATS are considered to be menacing creatures known as a kaku, performs a magical rite causing Da 
in many cultures. They are nocturnal and thus his severed head to sprout giant ears and talonsrat 
associated with the night, which is also often death. The giant ears become wings. hy 





associated with death. Many common species 
also have a relatively bizarre appearance, which 
makes them all the more off-putting for humans. 


This ubiquity of giant bat monster legends leads). 
many archaeologists to propose that the monsters or 5 
have a basis in encounters 







It doesn’t help that there is a species serisina neal eantaal=Enleh Gane ’Y 

that actually sucks blood (the vampire . 

bat pacar sn P NY, Koyo mmcrel ale) Fe bas vampire bat. The vampire bat is > 
' ; believe that favored because of its historical 


In the Maya culture, the bat god association with bloodletting and 


Camazotz is linked to death. ; Camazotz was 
Camazotz is also the name of Tuas} epacrel by idats 

a monstrous creature which ; 
inhabited a cave called “the paged sen secahe 
house of bats” in the Popo! 

Vuh. Most scholars believe 

that Camazotz was inspired by 
the common vampire bat, but 
others have suggested that it 
was based on a giant vampire 
bat that (probably) went extinct 
sometime during the Pleistocene 
or Holocene periods. 


A MONSTER BAT THAT WIPED OUT 
HUMANITY 


In the Popo! Vuh, an ancient 
mythological text of the Maya, 
Zotzilaha was the name of a cave 
inhabited by the Camazotz, a 
monster with a roughly humanoid 
body, the head of a bat, and 

a nose that resembled a flint 
knife. The monster was said to 
attack victims by the neck and 
decapitate them. In the Popol 
Vuh, it is recorded that this 
creature decapitated the Maya 
hero Hunahpu. Camazotz is also 
one of the four animal demons 
responsible for wiping out 
mankind during the age of the first 
sun. 


Bat-like demons and monsters are 
common in South America and 
Central America. Another example 
of such a story is the Chonchon in 
Peru and Chile, which is thought 
to be created when a sorcerer, 


Maya hero Hunahpu about to be attacked by Camazotz. 


It is possible that 
the legends could 
be derived from a 
giant bat that was 
present during 
the Pleistocene or 
early Holocene - 
one which may 
still exist today. 





sacrifice. It is, however, possible that the legends 
could be derived from a giant bat that was 
present during the Pleistocene or early Holocene 
— one which may still exist today. 


GIANT VAMPIRE BATS! 


In 1988, a fossil of a vampire bat was discovered 
in the Mongas province of Venezuela. The bat 
was larger than the modern vampire bat by 25% 
and was dubbed Desmodus Draculae. \t is more 
popularly known as the giant vampire bat. 














Sites containing examples of it have been found in the 
Yucatan, Belize, northern Brazil, and Venezuela. In 2000, 
a tooth from D. Draculae was found in Argentina — well 
to the south of the modern range of the Desmodus 
genus. It is difficult to date exactly when D. Draculae 
went extinct, or if it went extinct at all. All of the sites 
have been dated so far to between the Late Pleistocene 
and Late Holocene. 


The latest age found for a D. Draculae site is circa 

1650 AD. The latest age in central America is hard to 
ascertain, but it is probably either the Late Pleistocene 
or Holocene. These dates 
make it very possible that 

D. Draculae coexisted with 
alUlaarclacmiamsielel iam laal-iale-i-lale| 
Central America, and humans 
could have come into contact 
with D. Draculae, though 
towards the Late Holocene 
they would have been 
extremely rare. 


SURPRISING D. DRACULAE 
SIGHTINGS 


TaWecleloliateyamuomvalm\ulelslalecn 
there have been mysterious 
sightings of giant bats or 
bat-like creatures. One of 
the earliest sightings dates 
to 1947 when J. Harrison 
claimed to have seen several 
large flying creatures which 
were described as giant 


(@F-Vont-V40) 7 An Ol abulsiat-vaW er-\el alco as Gbonler-¥ my ab (eb (o) 


fap tomb bate (olblesele)ia 

idatclarcvalrclarc\el.q 

by a rare giant 
ats (though bat would give 
ome people rise to legends 


also claimed that of supernatural 
they were living 


pterosaurs). monsters. 


In the early 1950s, 

a Brazilian couple 

claimed that they encountered 

a bat-like creature in the same 

valley where fossils of D. 

Draculae were discovered in 

Brazil. Another incident occurred 

in 1975 when an outbreak of 

animal mutilations hit Puerto 

Rico. A farmer said that he was 

repeatedly attacked by two 

grey bird-like creatures. These 

creatures were also seen by 

others throughout the mutilation 

outbreak. Another sighting 

occurred in the mid-1970s in 

Texas, when a farmer asserted Bat God between sixth and ninth century, Collection Musée d'ethnographie de Genéve 
that he had encountered bald 

bat or pterosaur-like creatures D. Draculae was 
with short beaks and gorilla-like common enough to 
faces. Three-toed prints of this | be encountered by 
creature were also said to have —_ ancient inhabitants 
been found. of South America and 


Central America ona 
DID D. DRACULAE INSPIRE THE 
STORY OF CAMAZOTZ? regular basis, or that 


the giant vampire bat 
The common vampire bat, D. is still alive today and 
Rotundus has an eight-inch could be the creature 
wingspan. Since D. Draculae reported in giant bat 
was 25% larger, it would have sightings. 

required more blood and 
probably would have attacked 
larger animals - and possibly 
even humans. It is undoubtable 
that an attack by a rare giant 
bat would give rise to legends of 
supernatural monsters. 


Nonetheless, the 

fact that the fossil 
evidence suggests that 
D. Draculae may have 
coexisted with humans 
for thousands of years 
in the Americas and 
Despite the tantalizing fossil the ubiquitous legends 
evidence and the strange stories Of bat-like monsters all 
about encounters with giant over south and central 
bats, there isn’t any indisputable America does make it a 
evidence at the moment that plausible connection. 


Bat God from Zapotec Period IIIA 
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LEGEND speaks of a powerful 
creature, a wild beast that is both 
an unpredictable, deadly foe and 
a gentle and innocent spirit. The 
unicorn, a creature with a single, 
spiraling horn centered on its 
forehead has become one of the 
most popular and enduring of 
mythological creatures. Stemming 
from text mistranslations and 
misunderstood travelers’ tales, 
stories of the elusive creatures 
cemented their place 
in ancient record 

and oral traditions, 
demonstrating a long 
and rich history in 
legend since antiquity, 
and which continues 
today in modern 
popular culture. 


But the unicorn is not 
only a mythical beast; 
it is also a cryptid, 
believed by many to be 
a creature that once 
roamed the planet... or 
perhaps still 
does! 


writers. 


Rugged, beastly, 
four-legged 

animals with a 
dangerous horn and 
strange powers 
were described 
by various 
ancient 
writers in 
accounts 
of natural 
history. 
Original 
accounts of the | 
creature were not 
mythical or religious 
creations, but were 
instead found in ancient 
natural history texts by 
Greek and Roman writers. 
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Original accounts 
of the creature 
were not mythical 
or religious 
creations, but were 
instead found in 
ancient natural 
history texts by 
Greek and Roman 


Historians, natural scientists, and 
physicians believed the unicorn 
was a real animal which lived in the 
largely mysterious ancient India, 
based on traveler accounts from 
the region. 


Greek historian Ctesias in the fifth 
century first wrote in his book 
Indika, (“On India”), that unicorns 
were wild asses or onager—small 
equine animals which still exist 
today. But he wrote 
that they were colored 
white, red or black, 
and they had a horn 
about 28 inches long. 


It is believed other 
authors drew from 
Ctesias’ work as fact, 
and added further 
details. Aristotle wrote 
about a one-horned 
animal called the oryx 
(a type of two-horned 
antelope,) and the 
“Indian ass”. Similarly, 
Strabo recorded that 









there were one-horned horses in the 
Caucasus. Pliny the Elder mentioned 
the oryx, and an “Indian ox”, and 
described them as one-horned 
beasts. He wrote about, “a very 
fierce animal called the monoceros 
which has the head of the stag, the 
feet of the elephant, and the tail of 
the boar, while the rest of the body 
is like that of the horse; it makes a 
deep lowing noise, and has a single 





black horn, which projects from the [jj ~<a 
middle of its forehead, two cubits ; > 
[35 inches] in length.” I 





it throws itself from a precipice, 
and turns so aptly in falling, that it 
receives all the shock upon the horn, 
and so escapes safe and sound.” 
Ancient seals from the Indus Valley 
civilization seem to corroborate 
these sightings, as they depict a one- 
: horned animal. These seals were 
Standing goat-like unicorn with fin-like thought to be a mark of high social 


hind feet and a beard. Illustration after a rank. But did they show a unicorn, or 
historical engraving from the 17th century. . ’ 
the profile of a bull? 





It is now believed these accounts An animal called the re’em appears 
were likely describing the rhinoceros, Several times in the ancient Hebrew 
but word of such strange and Bible, and was later misidentified 
marvelous creatures spread across and translated as ‘unicorn’, when 
the continents, and through the the Hebrew word actually referred 
centuries, morphing and shifting into t© aurochs, ancestor of domestic 
various beliefs and stories. cattle. The unicorn creature was 
later incorporated into the King 
A sixth century merchant of James Bible as a protective animal 
Alexandria, Cosmas Indicopleustes, and innocent Christ-like symbol. 
wrote works on cosmography Biblical mentions of the unicorn 
(mapping the general features of portrayed it as a strong warrior and 
the cosmos or universe) after his protector, enemy of lions, virile, 
return from a voyage to India. He a healer, and a symbol of Jesus to 
described seeing bronze unicorn Christians of the day. It was felt that 
figures decorating the palace of the _ the relationship between the chaste 
King of Ethiopia. He reported, “it and pure Virgin Mother, Mary, and 
is impossible to take this ferocious Jesus was displayed through the 


beast alive; and that all its strength young girls and unicorns. Mary was 


lies in its horn. When it finds itself thus frequently depicted in art with a 
pursued and in danger of capture, unicorn head in her lap. 
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orn, tapestry, 15th century. 
r a ~_ >. 





n posing in an enchanted forest 
Independently in the east, horned 
beasts of legend established 
themselves, such as the Qilin. This 
Chinese mythical creature is now 
often equated with the unicorn, but 
the two differ in many ways. The 
earliest references to the hooved 
and horned animal was in the 

fifth century BC, in the narrative 
history Zuo Zhuan by Zuo Qiuming. 
Originally a fire- or scale-covered 
beast with deer antlers, and 
sometimes tiger-like, the description 
of the Qilin shifted to resemble a 
more passive, giraffe-type creature 
after voyager Zheng He's travels to 
East Africa and experiences with the 
fauna there. The Qilin was seen as 


lide = Pon a good omen, promising prosperity, 
Unicorn ,Domenichino. (Public Domain) 6 5 





protection, success, and longevity. 
It was said to appear just before 
the imminent arrival or death of 

a great ruler. As it was eventually 
connected with the giraffe, it took 
on the attributes of vegetarianism 
and a peaceful, quiet nature. It was 
said it could walk on grass without 
disturbing it, and its voice sounded 
like the tinkling of bells. The Kirin of 
Japanese and Korean 
folklore is closely related 
to the Qilin. 


By the Middle Ages the 
mistranslated biblical 
references and ancient 


It was a wild 
woodland 
creature with a 
hostile nature, 


According to European folklore, the 
unicorn was a horse or goat with 

a lion’s tail and cloven hooves (or 
sometimes soft paws and a goat’s 
beard). It was a wild woodland 
creature with a hostile nature, and it 
defended itself with ferocity, biting 
with teeth, kicking with hooves, and 
goring with horn. However, it was 

so fleet of foot that no hunter could 
catch it. So elusive was 
it that it took on the 
glamor of astounding 
longevity, or even 
immortality, in some 
versions of the tale. 


sources had inspired and it defended The unicorn’s 

a whole catalogue of itself with association with young 
mythical knowledge on ferocity, biting women was believed 
the unicorn, reaching the with teeth, to be a strength as 
peak of influence. Stories au : well as a weakness. A 
were handed down kicking with young, pure (virgin) 


through the generations 
and were included 

in folklore, religious 

art, and bestiaries— 
illustrated collections 

of the real or mythical animals of 
ancient natural history. 
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hooves, and 
goring with horn 


girl could attract and 
tame the wild unicorn 
with her innocence, 
so it was said. This 
would enable hunters 
a chance to capture the beast while 
it was unaware. Famous polymath, 


artist and inventor Leonardo da 
Vinci wrote in one of his notebooks: 
“The unicorn, through its 
intemperance and not knowing how 
to control itself, for the love it bears 
to fair maidens forgets its ferocity 
and wildness; and laying aside all 
fear it will go up to a seated damsel 
and go to sleep in her lap, and thus 
the hunters take it.” 


The legendary unicorn has travelled 
through time and around the world, 
appearing in myths and historical 
accounts, blurring the lines 
between the natural world and the 
supernatural realm. It has secured 
its place even in contemporary 
society. The unicorn qualities of 
fierce strength, innocence, and 
magical healing were powerful 
attributes in ancient society, and 
are valued still today. The unicorn is 
at no risk of dying out—the legend 
possesses longevity that matches 
the supposed immortality of the 
beast itself. 


A Royal Unicorn, symbol of Scottish Royalty, 


Russian 


Unicorns 


Russian folklore has their own version of the unicorn, 
called the indrik. In stories, the indrik was the king 

of all animals, and lived alone at The Holy Mountain. 
This giant bull had the head of a horse and the slight, 
powerful legs of a deer. It was said to sport a giant 
horn on its nose, somewhat resembling a rhinoceros. 
The story of the Russian indrik inspired the name of 
the Indricotherium, a very real creature, now extinct, 
which was the biggest land mammal to ever exist on 
earth (34-23 million years ago). 


Elasmotherium, also known as the Giant Rhinoceros 
Co} an a=W] F-Jalmesy] ol=)at-la Ol al (eve) a apa Sere] am =).40/aLel mj of=1ei (<1) 

of rhino that lived in the Eurasian area in the Late 
Pliocene and Pleistocene eras. They have been 
documented from 2.6 million years ago, but the most 


KYeositelale hm Coltteyatel, 
Unicorn 


The unicorn was associated with royalty and heraldry, 
Vato M=aV(-aM ale) Va ian Malem \ elute) ar-]W-Vallaat-] MelmsYeo)ilt-lalol 
being first used on the Scottish royal coat of arms 

by William | in the 12th century. According to Celtic 
raahvasate) (ey:AVAm a g\=m Ol al xe) alm Z-\e- Mh "Z 001 ole) Me) olU ai avar-l are] 
innocence, as well as masculinity and power and it 
was a proud beast. It was understood the unicorn 
(Scotland) was mortal enemies with the lion (England), 
and if they met they would battle to the death. The 
Scots felt in battle they were undefeated. This theme 
Vo] (om of =U ls -Yor-kcWr-]aWr-] |(21:<0) qVanco)mu oXe) iia ler-] matsdainlayoallal 
later history, and both the lion and the unicorn serve 
as heraldic beasts that are featured on many emblems, 
symbolizing regal standing, innocence, boldness, pride, 
intelligence, virility, healing, and even immortality. 


recent fossils come from around 29,000 years ago. 


The best known of this species, the E. sibiricum, 
was the size of a mammoth, covered in hair, and is 
thought to have had a large horn protruding from 
its forehead, hence the title “Siberian unicorn”. 
According to early estimated descriptions, the beast 
stood around seven feet tall, and almost 15 feet 
long, and weighed an impressive four tons. Various 
theories have arisen concerning the appearance of 
the Siberian unicorn, along with its nutrition and 
habits due to the wide variation in reconstructions. 
Some show the beast galloping like a horse; others 
hunched over with head to the ground, like a bison, 
and others immersed in a swamp like a hippo. 











THROUGHOUT history, 
every major culture has 
stories of reptilian monsters 
who threatened their 
livelihood. From Egypt to 
India, and even the Sioux 
Nation, tales of these flying 
dinosaurs or winged lizards 
have filled the cultural 
imagination of societies 
throughout the ages, as 

is evident by the possible 
depiction of the pterodactyl, 
a genus of pterosaur, found 
on artifacts in modern New 
Guinea. 


The Egyptians were said to 
have been invaded each 
year by flying serpents from 
Arabia that threatened 
their frankincense trade, 
while Alexander the Great 
encountered a great hissing 
dragon when he invaded 
India. In 1035 AD, a terrible 
reptile was killed in the 
swamps of Hungary, the 
memory of this event living 
on through the royalty of 
the Bathory family and the 
Bathory seal. 


In Kradow, Poland, a dragon 
was Said to terrify the 
inhabitants, requiring weekly 
offerings of cattle to appease 
its appetite lest it devoured 
human flesh. The dragon’s 
demise, according to Polish 
folklore, traced back to a 
poor cobbler’s apprentice. 
Cleverly concealing 
smouldering sulphur in the 
skin of a calf, this apprentice 
caused the fiery death of the 
dragon. Today, large bones 
said to have belonged to this 
dragon hang from the ceiling 
of the Wawel Cathedral. 


The King of the Gauls had 
been presented with the 
remains of a winged dragon 
called Brodeus while in 
Styria, in 1543. The historian 
Gessner described it as 
having “feet like lizards, and 
wings after the fashion of 

a bat, with an incurable 
bite.” In Conrad Gessner’s 
five volumes of natural 
history, Historiae Animalium, 
published in the 1500s, 

he described dragons as 
“very rare but still living 
creatures.” 


The Sioux Nation has a rich 
tradition of passing down 

stories from generation to 
generation. Some of these 





WE 


of these accounts generally 
agree that dragons were evil 
and destructive. This was, 
perhaps, the inspiration for 
the writers of the Bible using 
them as metaphors for and 
symbolic of the devil. Jews 
and gentiles in Biblical times 


would have 
describe large been intimately 
flying reptiles Today, thereare =" 
known as still accounts with stories 
“thunderbirds”. “1: 
shite of reptilian and myths 
Stories depict ; of dragons 
these flying monsters said net a . 
monsters as to haunt and incorporation 
bie hpian harass villa into th 
ges into these 
so large that writings 
their wing throughout add rae 
beats created the remaining evidence of their 
the thunder, j 
corners of largely widespread 
while the wings knowledge 
themselves unexplored “ 
tore the clouds, forests, REPTILIAN 
bringing rain. : MONSTERS 
The Dakota Sioux mountains IN NEW GUINEA 
ssaliveel reser and oceans of 
Today, there are 
thunderbirds the world. 


wakinyan and 

pointed out 

collapsed river bluffs as 
places where the wakinyan 
swooped down on Unktehi, a 
monstrous water reptile. 


Regardless of the culture 
describing these unique, 
flying monsters, authors 


still accounts 

of reptilian 

monsters said 
to haunt and harass villages 
throughout the remaining 
corners of largely unexplored 
forests, mountains and oceans 
of the world. One such place 
is the Bismarck Archipelago 
where Papuans of New Guinea 
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give accounts of the Ropen, Duwa, or Orang- 
bati. Though minor differences occur in the 
individual accounts of these animals, overall 
appearance and habits remain consistent. All 
agree that this rare and dangerous monster 
dwells in the mountains along some cleft, 
sometimes resting on the trunks of trees, until 
night falls when it makes an appearance. 


Though occasional daylight observations occur, 
the Papuans agree that the animal is largely 
nocturnal. The most conspicuous characteristic 
of the animal is its bioluminescent abilities. 
When observed, the creature is said to fly from 
the mountains to the reef where it is believed 
to feed on fish, squid and the giant clam. On 
occasion, the monster has made attacks on 
human lives, even digging up the graves of the 
recently interred. This is the reason why the 
people in these regions are now covering their 
graves with rock or concrete. 


When observed during the 
day, specific anatomical characteristics are 
described that enable the investigative enquirer 
to draw conclusions as to the family to which 
these animals belong. Like dragon stories of the 
past, the Ropen or Duah, has two membranous 
wings like those of bats. Its body is covered in 
short hair and yet it is described as reptilian, 
with a mouth full of teeth and a horny crest 
at the back of the head. A long, rigid tail trails 
behind that is tipped with a diamond-shaped 
flange. 


Though the people describing these animals 
are not scientists, they can describe details 

of the animal that match paleontological 
evidence. For instance, the natives state the tail 
of the Ropen is stiff, being incapable of bending 
except for where it attaches to the body. This 
agrees favorably with fossils that show the 
vertebrae of Rhamphorhynchoid tails being 
interlocked, making them rigid but for the base, 
thus serving as a rudder that could be swung 
back and forth in flight. 


BIOLUMINESCENT BEASTS 


Ropens are said to be brightly 
bioluminescent, filling villages they 
pass with their light that can be 
red, blue, green, or yellow. This 
claim is closely mirrored by 
ancient accounts like the one 
given by the prolific 17th- 
century writer Athanasius 
Kircher: “On a warm night 

in 1619, while contemplating 
the serenity of the heavens, 

| saw a shining dragon of great 
size in front of Mount Pilatus, 
coming from the opposite side of 

the lake, a cave that is named Flue moving 
rapidly in an agitated way, seen flying across; 
it was of a large size, with a long 
tail, a long 















neck, a 

reptile’s head, and ferocious gaping jaws. As 
it flew it was like iron struck in a forge when 
pressed together that scatters sparks. At first | 
thought it was a meteor from what | saw. But 
after | diligently observed it alone, | understood 
it was indeed a dragon from the motion of the 
limbs of the entire body.” 


The sparkler effect as observed by Athanasius 
Kircher is very similar to modern accounts 
that occasionally describe a shimmery edge to 
the bioluminescent glow of the creature. This 
could be related to another characteristic of 
the creature rarely described, yet backed by 
further historical evidence. In his book Aelian 
on Animals Claudius Aelian wrote that in India 
there were “snakes with wings, and that their 
visitations occurred not during the daytime 
but by night, and that they emit urine which at 
once produces a festering wound on any body 
on which it may happen to drop.” 


It is in fact these winged snakes (ophies) which 
Aelian accounts for the cause of the Egyptians 
holding the ibis sacred. In Aelian on Animals 








he wrote “the Black ibis does 
not permit the Winged Serpents 
(Ophies Pterotoi ) from Arabia to 
cross into Aigyptos, but fights 
to protect the land it loves.’ 
Once more, these ancient 
accounts coincide with 
modern evidence; 
people on the island of 
Umboi between Papua 
New Guinea and New 
Britain, claim the Ropen 
secretes a substance that 
occasionally falls on the 
people, causing burns on 
the skin. 


HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT — THE 
TAMI BOWLS 


U 


If these strange stories are 

to be believed, should one not 
expect evidence in some form, 
particularly when the colorful 
dances, paint and wood carvings 
of the Papuan people represent 
known species prevalent in the 
Bismarck Archipelago? Perhaps 
the evidence has been hidden in 
plain sight, and only modern bias 
prevents one from from seeing 
what stands right in front. An 
investigation into the artifacts 

of the Bismarck heritage reveals 
many artistic forms of human skill, 
and hidden within these artifacts 
are revelations waiting for an 
expert eye to notice and bring to 
light. For example, a selection of 
such artifacts that has caught the 
attention of curious minds are the 
Siassi Tami feast bowls. 









The Tami bowls of New Guinea 
are made from a single large piece 
of hardwood called kwila. Often 
oval in shape, these are skillfully 
carved with reliefs of animals and 
human figures, each design being 
unique to family groups, serving as 
trademarks of kinship. Hollowed 
out by burning, and laboriously 
carved with stylized images, these 
are infilled with lime, and skillfully 
patinated by rubbing them 
vigorously with volcanic ash. 


Production of these unique bowls 
are localized on the islands of 
Tami from where they are 
traded to other 
Siassi Islands, 









a 200-mile region 
that today reaches as far as the 
Caroline and Solomon Islands. 
These bowls have two uses; one 
being ceremonial, used for the 
preparation of food during feasts 
and rituals, and they can serve 
as dowry which young men pay 
to the parents of their bride. A 
native heirloom, these bowls are 
passed down from generation to 
generation. 


A careful study of these Tami 
bowls can offer a glimpse into the 
lives, ideology and environment 
of the people who trade and 

own them. One particular bowl 
of interest can be found on the 
Oceanic Arts Australia website. 
While the authors of the site offer 
no interpretation regarding the 
details of this Tami bowl. Apart 
from its representation of balum, 
a benevolent spirit, there are two 
strange forms found on either 


side which at first appear simply 
artistic, but on closer inspection 
would seem anything but. On 

this bowl are found two winged 
forms supported by two powerful 
legs, and possessing anvil-shaped 
heads. At first one might envision 
a stylized bird of some kind, or at 
most an unknown spirit. However, 
as one carefully dissects the details 
depicted another possibility arises. 


The Tami bowl figure clearly 
demonstrates clawed feet and 
indicates where the knee joint of 
the legs exist. Note this is relatively 
close to how scientists believe 
the knees rested slightly below 
the wing membrane. The figure 
also demonstrates 
a triangular 
protrusion 
where the 
tail-bone 
ona 






pterodactyl would have existed, 
as well as representing the wing 
membrane smoothly transitioning 
to its attachment with the tail- 
bone. A decorative flourish along 
the wing exists roughly where the 
first joint after the elbow would 
have connected to the leading 
edge of the wing. The head of 
the Siassi Tami Bowl creature also 
depicts what could be a horny 
crest that is slightly shorter than 
the mouth as demonstrated in 
some pterodactyl fossils. Stylized 
ribs demonstrate a thin body, 
whereas a fleshy representation 
of the wing membrane exists 
between the bony structures of 
the wing. Finally, another flourish 
could represent the fingers of the 
wings. 


The mysterious form clearly 
compares favorably to the 
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A Tami food bowl, Bishop Museum. 





A 19th century photograph allegedly showing a 
deceased flying creature that resembles a pterosaur. The 
photograph was examined by forensic videographer 
Jonathan Whitcomb and found to be authentic. 





anatomy of a pterodactyl. The 
anvil-shaped head could represent 
the crested head of such an 

ancient animal, whereas the 

wings demonstrate simple, yet 
fascinatingly comparable features 

to those of a pterosaur. One must 
remember on observing these forms 
that the Papuan artists who carved 
these bowls were not scientists. Yet 
despite this, the features seen here 
are remarkably accurate for a design 
intended merely for trade. Stylized 
flourishes exist at roughly the same 
points on the wings where the joints 
would have existed on the wings 

of pterodactyls, remarkably close 
when one considers the Ropen has 
always been observed distantly by 
the locals. 


If any close examination of 

Ropen biology by a native hunter 
has occurred in the past, this 
account has certainly been lost. 
Nevertheless, it can be argued that 
the similarities between the form 
and its possible representative 

are uncanny. Further, the Tami 
bowl forms demonstrate smooth, 
arching of the lower “wings” 

as they transition to the “legs” 

of the design, very much like 

on a pterosaur where the wing 
membrane smoothly curved until 
uniting with the tail-bone between 
the two hind legs. 


Further study reveals two more 
Siassi Tami bowls with similar 
designs of what could represent a 
pterosaur, though the details are 
more stylized and less refined than 
that on the Oceanic Arts Australia 





Tami bowl. These Tami bowls 
reveal creatures whose wings 
connect to the body at the joint 

of the tail bone, a feature not 
displayed in modern birds. Further, 
the motif compares uncannily to an 
indigenous wood carving on display 
in Port Moresby, photographed by 
David Woetzel during an expedition 
to Papua New Guinea. This carving 
depicts a bizarre creature with 
lizard-like ears, forked tongue, long 
snake-like neck, a shallow beak, 
membranous bat-like wings, dermal 
bumps running the length of its 
back, webbed feet and long tail. 


Though it cannot be proven that 
the Ropen statue of Port Moresby 
is the same creature displayed 

on the Huon Peninsula Siassi 

Tami feast bowl, they do share 
anatomical features including 
featherless wings and a reptilian 
head. The main difference is in 
the tail: the Siassi bowl motif lacks 
a tail whereas the Port Moresby 
statue has a long tail. Yet even this 
can be accounted for by native 
accounts of the Ropen, with most 
agreeing the creature has a long 
tail, while a few accounts claim 
there was no tail at all. 


oh d ‘SSM, by , _ If these stories are to be believed, 
eee ae ee At oe‘ they would suggest two species 
ee present on the Bismarck 


Could it really be possible that inhabit cadbopneloes srle 
these appear supported by 


the native artwork found on reshiver unsnlee wart, Cauld 
Tami bowls provide evidence it really be possible that 


; the native artwork found 
for the existence of modern ont Teel Bawls piowite 


pterosaurs? evidence for the existence 
of modern pterosaurs? 
While it cannot be proven 
yet, and there is skepticism 
in the scientific community about 
theories of modern-day dinosaurs, 
it does offer a fascinating 
possibility. 
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Mokelé-mbembe: 
‘Dinosaur’ of 
the Congo 





Mokelé=mbéribé is a°creature 
loleijts\icxomueMlalarclelime cla eleleleyg 
reaches. of the:Congo River basin 
aricbits’Surrounding regions. the 
rey aa{ome)gl-dlalhacsmagele am day 
Lingala language and 
means ‘the one who 
Stops the flow of 
rivers; said to be 
a.reference to 
its preference 
for nestling 
in the bends 
Of i Ta) 





accoun 
over the 
cénturie 
the Mokele- 
mbembé is 
described as 
enormous in size 
with.awlong neck, a 
Taare)! maler-e pr ]are br- ie) a 
tail. 


The first-report of the Mokele- 
mbembey Westerners dates back 
to 1776ADeand is attributed to a 
Frenéhemissionary inthe Congo 
River region, Liévin-Bonaventure 
Proyart.The. missionary. reported 
that he hadsseen enormous 
footprints three feet in diameter. 

















In4909, an-exploremby the-name 
Of Lt. PauLGratz wrote about a 
creature’ similar to the-Mokelé- 
mbembeé,- known as*the “Nsanga’. 
This creatures foundin the 
legends of thé natives diving 
la elaekielaienet-\ay4elanlel th 
and’is rumoreel to 
infabit the Lake 
Bangweulu region. 
Gfatz’s reportswas 
the fifst’account 
that-.describes 
the.animal as 
dinosaur-like. 
SVinkecmvalslay 
ithas.been 
alleged that the 
Mokélé-mbembé 
is.a species of 
dinosaur-resembling 
a-brontosaurus, which 
has remained ihxexistence 
until-the present day. 


To,datemover 50 expeditions 
have-been launched to find the 
Mokelé-mbembe> However-apart 
from alleged footprints, fuzzy 
photographic images, and.a deluge 
of eyewitness reports, there,is a 
iEYol roymm lately eletneloltsm-nii(e(-1ale =e Ke) 
prove the existence of the Mokelé- 
ran) oX=yaq)el=yar-} am (=r cian ke) an ale) VA 
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Himalayas, anecdotal evidence attests to the existence of unbelievable 
monsters as yet unknown to science. Throughout the history of film, 
_ directors have attempted to depict these stories on the big screen with 
varying degrees of success. While many rely on well-worn clichéd 
motifs, who can forget the terrifyingly action-packed Kraken scene 
in Pirates of the Caribbean - Dead Man's Chest, or hairy Harry from the 
1980s comedy Harry and the Hendersons? For those of you looking 
ixeKelnvcmnalcemaalcmnveyale (alm Volalemeymena'golneyAele) (024 Aa (AU cmaelenatelcrel 
up some original takes on the cryptid theme, which could help you 


appreciate these legendary beings from a fresh perspective. 


LETTERS FROM =|” 
THE BIG MAN 


Directed by Christopher Miinch, 2011 


When you imagine a Bigfoot 
movie, delicate and soulful isn’t 
what you’d expect. Letters from 
the Big Man is the story of Sarah 
Smith, played by Lily Rabe, an 
Emule) atom alvzolqe) (oy4K1ainl/ ale) aley-lo ks 
into the remote wilderness of 
southwestern Oregon to do a 
survey for the Forest Service 
after a devastating fire. Against 
idalom of-lol do] go) oMo)muateuciae)alaliayss 
Klamath-Siskiyou landscapes 

3 aXe} oVelal=laat=Xe)=4 er] ©) l=) a pve) o) 
Sweeney, Minch portrays a 
bewitching and meditative tale 
in which Smith forges an unlikely, 
Flatomde-lacielsearclalcmmia(clarecialle 
with a Sasquatch. “This is clearly 
ratolar-Walleamaat-\el-mce)@m-\V(-1a el a-n 
but for a fortunate few, it will 
feel like a cleansing in nature,” 
summarizes James Greenberg in 
The Hollywood Reporter. 





THE MOTHMAN 
PROPHECIES 


Directed by Mark Pellington, 2002 


Starring Richard Gere and Laura Linney, this horror-mystery film is loosely based on the Point Pleasant, 
West Virginia legend of the Mothman, a cryptid reported to have been seen in the 1960s, and the book 
written about these experiences published in 1975. A huge winged man with glowing red eyes, the 
inexplicable monster was connected with the collapse of Silver Bridge. The film itself follows John Klein 
(played by Richard Gere), who begins researching the legendary tales of the Mothman after the death of his 
wife and the drawings she left behind of the winged monster. While the screenplay itself had certain flaws, 
the eerie cinematography, direction and atmosphere will keep you on the edge of your seat. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS FR PPS 


Directed by Robert Guenette, 1975 


For many, the 1970s cult classic The Mysterious Monsters is one of the best cryptozoology documentaries 
ever made. It was also one of the first. Narrated by Peter Graves, this slightly cheesy pseudo-documentary 
covers all the major cryptid superstars, including Bigfoot, the Abominable Snowman and the Loch Ness 
Monster. Innovative at the time, Guenette uses a combination of dramatic voice-overs, interviews, 
sensationalized reenactments, and even lie detector tests to delve into the story of cryptids and their 
possible existence during an era where the paranormal was very much in vogue. 

















MERMAIDS: THE 
BODY FOUND 


Directed by Sid Bennett, 2012 








THE WATER HORSE: 
‘LEGEND OF THE DEEP 


| Directed by Jay Russell, 2007 


For those who are looking for some family fun, The Water Horse is a fantasy version of the Loch Ness Monster 
legend, brought to life thanks to the incredible computer graphics of Weta Digital, the New Zealand based visual 
effects company that worked on Lord of the Rings and The Jungle Book. Set in 1940s Scotland, during World 
War Il, a young boy called Angus MacMorrow (played by Alex Etel) finds a strange egg, which eventually hatches 
to become a water horse cryptid, also known as the legendary Nessie, which Angus calls Crusoe. Thanks to a 

1] 010] fo) UKcwror-\-iem (] aCe 0 (ol atom slgali \VMUVcciacxeam-lalem{-1am@at-]e) ia) Amaal-mal laa mant-lar-l-4-mcome(-10)(olmore)enle)(-> aelat-le-(ak-1em 2A) (oM Le 
could be a little scary for small children, it’s a perfect example of the family film genre. 











THE LEGEND OF 
BOGGY CREEK 


Directed by Charles B. Pierce, 1972 


Inspired by sightings of the so-called Boggy 

Creek Monster in the swamps of Fouke 

Arkansas, The Legend of Boggy Creek 

became a surprising cult classic when it 

hit the box office in 1972. The directorial 

debut of Charles B. Pierce, it earned 

more than $22 million. Known as the first 

docudrama-style horror film, it combines 

staged interviews and gritty reenactments. 

“The film captures the eerie beauty of 

Arkansas’ primeval swamps,” wrote Glenn 

Lovell in The Hollywood Reporter. While it 

does feel dated when watching today, it 

has inspired later films such as The Blair 

Witch Project, and continues to be a hit 

with cryptozoologists, especially since the ~ 

release of a remastered version in 2019. ae — - 
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INCIDENT AT 
LOCH NESS’ 


Directed by Zak Penn, 2004 


Creator of masterpieces such as 
Fitzcarraldo and Encounters at the 
End of the World, Werner Herzog 
co-wrote this mockumentary 

with Zak Penn. A “film-within-a- 
film-within-a-film,” in which it’s 
impossible to know where reality 
begins and fiction ends, this fake 
documentary about the hype and 
obsession surrounding the Loch 
Ness Monster is part comedy and 
part horror, while maintaining the 
Herzog panache for the fascinatingly 
absurd. Reminiscent of Burden of 
Dreams, the documentary made 
about the making of Fitzcarraldo, 
described by Roger Ebert as “an 
extraordinary portrait of Herzog 
trapped in the middle of one of his 
wildest dreams,” Incident at Loch 
Ness is a must for Werner Herzog 
fans. 





This short documentary film tells the story of the skunk 
5 a oe ————— 7 ape of South Florida’s forests and swamps, through the 
SS a hCUlhCU COU Cf words and memories of local residents who have allegedly 
encountered it. Beautifully shot, this quirky short is a 


2 : testament to the allure of the bizarre. The director, Brad 
! WAN SONS OF Abrahams, has also made the feature-length documentary 
§ Love and Saucers, the story of a man who claims to have 
me E experienced extra-terrestrial sexual encounters, and the 
fils SKUNK APE documentary series On The Back Of A Tiger, which focuses 


on a group of maverick scientists in their battle against 

Maat=Yel (or-) Wr-lalomcxol[=lay al ome (o):4pat-Pw-\ ol e-]ar-laatcm cm are WVANiel ad dlay-mela 
Directed by Brad Abrahams, 2015 a feature-length documentary film called Cryptozoologist, 

which zooms in on the controversial hunt for creatures as 


yet unaccepted by established science. 


A WISH FOR 


Directed by Don Swanson, 2018 


When it comes to films about cryptids, this sweet, low-budget indie film, self-financed for just $30,000, has 
one thing going for it: a distinctive plot. Far from the usual clichéd stereotypes, this movie features a young girl 
with a life-threatening and inoperable brain tumor. When 9-year-old Roxie Madison (played by Alexa Mechling) 
requests the impossible from the Wish Kingdom Foundation, Sophie Bracone (played by Naysa Altmeyer) is 
tasked with making it come true. Finding Bigfoot may not be at the top of your list, but Sophie tackles the 

(ol a¥=] 1 =Vay-X=m al =x= 10 Me) ae DY=\s) o)| Momo gl = Mc] nm] i m=1o Mr [oi nfatoam o) =] ave Mell al=taqr-1ney-4e-] 0) a\var-laleme(=1a(el-lalmnccola| lum dal cM (cir lan in-lg ar lah) 
take on a subject which tends to be sensationalized. 





Directed by Guillermo del Toro, 2017 


Set in 1960s Baltimore during the Cold 
War era, this adult fairy tale focuseson ~~ 
Elisa Esposito (played by Sally Hawkins) » 4 < 
a lonely and mute cleaner working at | 

a high-security government lab. When 

a strange hybrid human-amphibian 

cryptid creature is brought from South 

America for analysis, she secretly forms 

Elam lalaiearclecmereyaremiidamallanm-larem-lalccmele 

not just setting him free, but joining him 

in his escape. “When he looks at me, the 

way he looks at me. He does not know 

what | lack or how | am incomplete. He 

sees me for what | am, as | am,” explains 

Elisa. This bewitching tale about unlikely 

lovers won Best Picture and Best Director 

at the 90th Academy Awards. m 
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Perfect proof of early man’s heightened awareness of the natural world is the Lascaux Cave complex near 

Wel ains4ar-om lam nl e-]ale=yar- Waa al-\ix-1a 6) (-\ecomo) im ex-] (Lo) |i al (omer-\ =m of-llalaiayasour- lave m-lamian) ele)ax-lalmuii(elamemaal-mnvola(eMmaat-lm-ydiin-re 
roughly 17 millennia ago. Horses, aurochs, ibex, bison, megaloceros deer and feline forms as well as a rhino and 

a bear populate the walls of the cave complex in three-dimensional wonder. Analysis indicates the animals were 
painted by different generations, who used scaffolding and lamps to reproduce the panorama of life on the cave walls. 
The exact purpose of the cave paintings is unknown, and the complex has now been sealed off to preserve the art. 
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ELTZ Castle is a magnificent castle 
situated on top of a rock within a 
small, wooded valley in Germany. 
Be it through luck or strategy, the 
castle has been mostly spared from 
the ravages of war and, amazingly, 
has been owned by the same family 
for more than 800 years. 


Eltz Castle, known in German as 
Burg Eltz, is a medieval castle 
located in the western German 
state of Rhineland-Palatinate. 
Besides its picturesque location, Eltz 
Castle is also notable for being one 
of the few German castles on the 
left side of the Rhine to have been 
left unscathed over the centuries. 


The Elzbach River, a tributary on the 
north side of the Moselle, surrounds 
the castle on three sides, which has 

protected it from the attacks of any 

would-be invaders. Thus, Eltz Castle 
occupies a very strategic position in 

the landscape. 


Today, Eltz Castle is owned by 

Dr. Karl Graf von und zu Eltz- 
Kempenich, alias Faust von 
Stromberg, the 33rd generation 
of his family. He lives in Frankfurt 


STLE 


oA MAJESTIG:MEDIEVAL FORTRESS IN THE SAME FAMILY FOR 800 YEARS 
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and the castle is managed by two 
castellans (wardens or constables), 
who are in charge of handling 

the tourism business and the 
preservation of the artifacts on-site. 
Castellans have been managing the 
castle for centuries. 


THE 800-YEAR HISTORY OF ELTZ 
CASTLE 


The history of Eltz Castle goes all 
the way back to the 12th century. In 
1157, a deed of donation was issued 
by Frederick | Barbarossa, the 

Holy Roman Emperor. One of the 
witnesses who signed and sealed 
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the deed was Rudolf von Eltz. 
Although the present castle was not 
yet in existence during this time, 
there was already another smaller 
castle occupying the same place. 


Parts of Rudolf’s castle, such as 

the Romanesque keep Platt-Eltz, 
and four floors of the former 
Romanesque ‘pallas’ (living 
quarter), have been preserved, 
integrated into the Kempenich 
Houses, and can still be seen today. 


During the following century, 

a dispute arose between Elias, 
Wilhelm, and Theoderich - three 
brothers of the Eltz family. As a 
result of this conflict, the family was 
spilt into three branches — the Eltz- 
Kempenich (Eltz of the golden lion), 
Eltz-RUbenach (Eltz of the silver 
lion) and Eltz-Rodendorf (Eltz of the 
buffalo horns). 


The castle and the estate were also 
spilt into three parts, which made 
it a ‘ganerbenburg’, a term used 

to denote a castle that is occupied 
by several families / branches 

of a family at the same time. 

The expansion of Eltz Castle was 
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continued by the three families 
over the following centuries, and 
the building attained its current 
form only during the latter part of 
the 17th century. 


ELTZ CASTLE BESIEGED 


Apart from being besieged during 
the 14th century, Eltz Castle has 
not seen much military action 
throughout its long history, 
despite being a fortified structure 
located in a strategic position. 

In 1331, Balduin of Luxembourg, 
the Archbishop-Elector of Trier, 
sought to enforce the peace in his 
electorate. 


This was perceived by the free 
knights as an infringement of 
their right to private warfare, and 
an alliance, which included the 
lords of Eltz Castle, was formed 
to confront Balduin. As a result of 
this, the Archbishop-Elector built 
a siege castle outside Eltz Castle, 
from which he could bombard 
his target. It was, however, the 
severing of supplies to Eltz Castle 
that finally forced the knights 

to capitulate. While most of 

the castle’s fortifications were 
demolished, the castle itself was 
not destroyed. 


ELTZ CASTLE TODAY 


In the subsequent centuries, 

Eltz Castle was spared from the 
ravages of war. In 1618, the Thirty 
Years’ War broke out in Central 
Europe. Over the course of this 
conflict, many castles along the 
Rhine were destroyed by the 
invading French army. Eltz Castle, 
however, was saved, thanks to a 
combination of its location and the 
diplomatic skill of its lords. 


In 1786, the Eltz-Rodendorf 
branch of the family came to an 
end, and their share of the castle 
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passed into the hands of the Eltz- 
Kempenich branch. In 1815, the 
property of the Eltz-Ribenach 


branch was bought by Count Hugo 


Philipp of the Eltz-Kempenich 
branch. As a result of this, Eltz 
Castle became once more the 
property of one owner and has 
been this way ever since. 


Tourism is now a major part of 
the castle’s existence and visitors 
can now wonder at the medieval 
architecture and the various 
features of the castle while they 
learn of its history. One of the 
interesting features is the jesters’ 
heads found in the Knights Hall. 
These heads are symbols of 
freedom of speech — since jesters 
were allowed to ‘speak their 
minds’ in the Middle Ages — and 
they also issue a warning to not 
overestimate one’s self-worth. = 


ifetst- more at 





There are as many as 20,000 
castles in Germany ranging from 
little-known ruins to mighty, 
medieval fortresses and palaces. 
One of the highest concentrations 
can be found in the state of 
Bavaria, where an important trade 
route passed during medieval 
times. This route brought 
prosperity and wealth, and with it 
the need for protection! 
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According to general consensus, 
the horned helmet was created by 
Konrad Seusenhofer, a renowned 
European armorer of the era. 
Seusenhofer was in the service 

of the Holy Roman Emperor, 
Maximilian |, who commissioned 

a set of armor for the English 

king in 1511. Incidentally, Henry 
had ascended the throne of 
England just two years earlier and 
the armor would have been a 
diplomatic gift. In 1511, Maximilian 
joined the Holy League, formed by 
the Pope to expel the French from 
Italy. England also joined the Holy 
League, turning Maximilian and 
Henry into allies. It is therefore not 
entirely surprising that Maximilian, 
a huge fan of armor, would send 
such a gift. 


A “head piece with a ram’s 

horn” is listed amongst Henry’s 
possessions after his death in 
1547. It is commonly thought 

that this refers to the horned 
helmet residing today in the Royal 
Armouries Museum. Nevertheless, 
not everyone is convinced. For a 
long time, for instance, scholars 





believed that the helmet belonged 
to Henry’s court jester, Will 
Sommers. The helmet, after all, is 
meant to depict a fool. 


One possible explanation for 
Maximilian sending Henry a 
Seusenhofer helmet in the shape 
of a jester, could be a desire to 
convey a message of humility. 
Since the jester is a symbol of 
foolishness, it is a reminder 

that everyone, from kings to 
commoners, had some foolishness 
in them. 


It seems highly unlikely that Henry 
would have used this helmet in 
battle. It is possible, however, 

that the king could have used the 
helmet, and its accompanying 
armor, for celebrations or parades. 
After Henry’s death, the helmet 
and the armor were probably 
displayed alongside the rest of 
the king’s possessions. After the 
English Civil War, the king’s armor 
is alleged to have been discarded 
as scrap metal. The oddity of the 
horned helmet, however, likely 
saved it from such a fate. 


“We inherit it, we make it : 
| and we are destined tog i ee 
become part of itt 
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From 630-632 
AD, a Sasanian 
queen ruled 
over Persia. The 
daughter of an 
overthrown king 
and a Byzantine 
princess, Queen 
Purandokht, aka 
Queen Boran, 
was one of only 
three women to 
Peru, Colombia, ‘ule in Iranian 
suneneesteanes eames. .LSTCIY 











Queen Boran 
rose to the 
throne twice ina 
short timeframe 
and she strove 
to revive the 
prestige of the Sasanian Empire. 
Although her time ruling Persia was 
not very long, the queen used it to 
implement fair laws, lower taxes, 
mint coins, improve infrastructure, 
and create good relations with her 
Byzantine neighbors. 








Ultimately, Queen Boran was killed 
during a revolt as her kingdom was 
wrapped up in a civil war. But her 
legacy lives on in an interesting way 
- through Persian cuisine. Stories 

say that the queen didn’t like meat, 
but loved yogurt, so the royal chef 
decided to make a series of new 
dishes based on a mix of yogurt with 
vegetables. The food was called 
porani (poorani) to honor the queen. 
Food historians say that these dishes 
later became known as borani 
because Arabs conquered Iran and 
there is no letter “p” in the Arabic 
alphabet. 


The legend of Queen Boran is the 





Coin of Boran, a Sasanian queen. Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 


most popular origin story for 
the appetizer called borani, 
however it’s also been proposed 
that it’s named after an Iranian 
poet named Boran 
instead. The backstory 
of how the poet and 
the yogurt appetizer 
came to be linked is 
uncertain, so most 
people associate 

it with the queen i 


nstead. festivals. 


These days any 

appetizer or side dish 

with garlic and yogurt is called 
borani. It’s a traditional Iranian 


Stories say that the 
ejbrsameb(ebammel <q 
meat, but loved 
yogurt, so the royal 
el aT ime (aes e (remo 


make a series of new 


dishes based ona 
mix of yogurt with 
vegetables. 





In Iran, borani often 
appears on tables 

around the Shavuot, 
Easter, or Hanukkah added - spinach, 


appetizer, but also popular 

in Turkey and Judeo-Persian 
cuisine. In Iran, borani often 
appears on tables around the 
Shavuot, Easter, 
or Hanukkah 
festivals. 


Variations 
depend on which 
vegetables are 


celery, squash, 

eggplant, zucchini, 

mushrooms, 

and beets are all 
popular options. Toppings also 
vary, and can include nuts, 


mint, pepper, saffron, a drizzle 
of olive oil, or caramelized 
onions. To make borani, 

the vegetables are cooked, 
steamed, or sauteed and then 
combined with the yogurt 
dressing. The dish is served cold, 
and usually eaten like a dip with 
bread. Borani can also be used 
as a Side dish for grilled meats 
or vegetables. 


The recipe here is for borani-e 
esfenaj, spinach borani, which 
was written down in the 13th 
century. The ingredients are 
few, but borani is a surprisingly 
fresh and flavorful dish! 





ChehelSotoun Palace, Isfahan, Iran 
























Ingredients 
(Makes 4-6 Servings) 


10-12 Cups of Fresh Spinach, washed 

and stemmed 

1 Cup Greek Yogurt 

1 Clove of Garlic, crushed 

1 Teaspoon Olive Oil 

A few Walnuts, coarsely chopped (optional) 
A pinch of Saffron, ground and dissolved 

in a thimble of hot water (optional) 


Salt and pepper, to taste 
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Method 


Bring a pot of lightly salted water to a boil; add 
spinach, and blanch for approximately 30 seconds. 
Immediately remove spinach from the heat and rinse 
it with a cup of cold water, then drain it in a colander. 


Place the wilted spinach in a soft-mesh colander on 
top of a bowl and leave it to drain for at least 15 
minutes. Then, press the back of a wooden spoon 
against the spinach, or wring the spinach with clean 
hands, to force out any remaining excess liquid. 
Repeat this step as many times as necessary (at least 
a few times) until all excess liquid has been removed. 


Once spinach is fully drained, 
chop it into small pieces. 


Sauté crushed garlic in a pan over medium heat with 

a teaspoon of olive oil until it turns golden. Turn 

off the heat, add the spinach and a pinch of salt to 

the pan and swirl the spinach around the 

h 4 pan a few times. Set it aside to cool. 
ty Stir 1 tablespoon of cold water 

into the yogurt to dilute it. 


Once the spinach is cool, put 
it in a bowl, add the yogurt, 
season it with salt and pepper 
aw to taste, and gently mix all 
A. the ingredients with a fork. 
re \ ry Cover the bowl and place the 
%) “sé borani in the fridge for at least 
Pi), shalf an hour, until it is cold. 
, ‘ When you’re ready to eat, put 
the borani in a serving bowl. Gently 
fluff it a bit with a fork, and decorate 


it with a drizzle of saffron water, if desired. 
Garnish it with chopped walnuts and serve. 
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Notes 


Use fresh, thoroughly washed spinach that is 
completely drained after blanching. If you don’t 
remove the excess water, your borani will be too wet. 


Do not add yogurt to hot spinach or it may curdle. 


Borani is best made close to serving time, but you 
can store it in the fridge a few days. If you do store 
it, don’t mix in the walnuts. Add the nuts just before 
serving, to keep them crisp. 


noosh’eh jaan! 
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